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 VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNITION 

EVENT HONORS 
OUR GREAT 

CITY VOLUNTEERS
By Steve Kelley, publisher

On April 26, the Fort Lauderdale City News, along with 
generous sponsors, held the first ever city-wide volunteer 
recognition event. Hosted at Shooters Restaurant, out-
standing volunteers from the city’s 62 neighborhoods were 
publicly recognized, and warmly appreciated, by the huge 
crowd on hand.

Presenters of individual awards included past and pres-
ent elected officials, civic leaders and activists and a wide 
range of dignitaries. Over the previous six months, nomi-
nees were solicited from neighborhood leaders, city com-
missioners and prominent volunteer groups. An impressive 
group of volunteers received public acclaim and trophies to 
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LIFE OF A C.O.P.S. 
VOLUNTEER

resounding applause from residents throughout the city. Like 
the Academy Awards, they gave acceptance speeches and 
we came to fully know the fine work they do for all of us.

Our city’s volunteers do tremendous good work at the 
neighborhood level. Their contributions include creating and 
working in civic associations, neighborhood beautification 
and preservation, working with the police and code enforce-
ment, petition drives, hospice, fundraising and grant writing 
and neighborhood newsletter production. They organize 
events such as Fourth of July Parades, home tours, National 

Night Out against Crime and block parties, childrens’ Easter 
and Halloween events and many others. Some spend con-
siderable time simply picking up litter. And they do it all as 
unpaid volunteers, year in and year out. 

Fort Lauderdale’s non-profits also benefit from the efforts 
of thousands of volunteers. Hospitals, Boys’ 
and Girls’ Clubs, Waterway Cleanup efforts, 
Little League and other sports groups and hun-
dreds of organizations get  millions of dollars in 
contributed time and hard work that make our 
city, and our world, a  better place to live.

The Fort Lauderdale City News hopes to 
make this an annual event.

Thank you, Volunteers!

See pictures and the rest of the story 
on pages 24 and 25.

Former City Commissioner Tim Smith was the Master of 
Ceremonies and respectfully handled the event with aplomb 
and humor and made being a volunteer fun!

The HEART OF GOLD Award was given to Jean Ann 
Testyon, for her most important work volunteering at 
Hospice at Broward General Medical Center where she 
cares for those in their final days. All volunteering is God’s 
work, but this kind gets you a front row pass at the Pearly 
Gates! See more on pages 24 and 25.
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PRE-SCHOOL
Now Enrolling for

Summer and Fall Sessions!
“Gold Seal” 
Award-Winner

Ages 2-5

Bi-lingual 
Teachers

Offering: Soccer, 
Computer Lab,
Music & More!

Call Today for More info!
954-561-8601

1955 E. Oakland Park blvd.
CLpreschool@gmail.com

Penthouse Condo  
with Amazing Views
Split Floor Plan  
3 bedroom / 2 bath unit
Huge Master Suite with  
Walk-in Closet & Dressing Area
Screened Balcony
Updated Kitchen
Full Size Washer & Dryer  
in Unit
Approximately 1,750 square  
feet under air
Beautifully Landscaped 
Community
Secure Building
Gorgeous Golf Course &  
Water Views
Community Amenities include  
2 Pools/1Heated & Sauna
Assigned Parking with Lots  
of Guest Parking
Convenient Location
Near New Pompano Isles 
Casino & Race Track

























Call Rick @ 954.984.2828
For more information or to set an appointment.  

See more photos & floor plan on the web at 
http://home.bellsouth.net/p/PWP-penthousecondo
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Lobby

Offered  
at 

$283,000

For Sale  
by Owner

Beautiful Golf and Water Views  
in Palm Aire Country Club
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The Fort Lauderdale City News is 
published monthly by City News and 
serves the 176,000 residents of Fort 
Lauderdale. Stephen M. Kelley, publish-
er, can be reached at (954) 564-1308.
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Tim Smith
Dan Lewis

Craig Sherritt
Ted Fling
Jon Albee

Ernest Kelley

Contributing Writers
Dr. Grayson Walker

Robert Cherin

Food and Entertainment
Kevin Lane

Rob Lowenberg

Advertising Sales: 
Monica Harris (954) 588-4970

Art Direction & Ad Design: 
Patti Smith - ads@citynewsfl.com

(954) 979-3276
www.citynewsfl.com

ADVERTISING RATES 
& SIZES

Deadlines for camera ready art and 
prepayment are the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. Color 
ads are available - please call for prices. 
Adobe Acrobat files work best but we 
try to accommodate most graphic for-
mats. Our monthly advertising rates 
and ad dimensions are:

Full Page - 12.25 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $1,500

Half Page - 6.125 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $800.00

Quarter Page - 6.25 inches high 
by 5.10 inches wide - $450.00

For more information about adver-
tising please call Steve Kelley at (954) 
564-1308 or email your questions to 
ads@citynewsfl.com. 

Mail may be sent to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Advertise in the 
Fort Lauderdale City News 
and reach the residents of 

Fort Lauderdale!

Introductory Rates are 
affordable and start at 

$1500 for a full page, 
$800 for a half page and only  

$450 for a quarter page.

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

for more information about
advertising to this huge and 

high-quality audience.
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By Ted Fling, Past Vice President
             954-467-6160

Early in 2005 several members of 
the Victoria Park Civic Association met 
with City Officials regarding problems 
with some construction sites in the 
neighborhood. Some builders in the 
neighborhood, it was felt, were falling 
behind in being good neighbors. The is-
sues were parking construction workers’ 
vehicles either double parked, blocking 
the sidewalks or parking on neighbor’s 
swales, poor choice in locating portable 
toilets, construction materials improp-
erly stored, and of the greatest concern 
debris on the jobs sites that could be-
come airborne during a hurricane. 

In anticipation of the forthcoming 
hurricane season and as a “quality of 
life” issue offending sites were photo-
graphed. The photographs were pre-
sented to City Officials on February 9, 
2005. The City Officials were also given 
a draft of a letter that could be pre-
sented to Builders upon their applica-
tion for a Building Permit. The result of 
that meeting was City Staff formalizing 
a letter to be given to all Builders and to 
those going through the Development 
Review Committee (DRC). For unknown 

NUISANCE CONSTRUCTION SITES IGNORE RULES ABOUT MESS, NOISE
FORT LAUDERDALE’S INDIFFERENT ENFORCEMENT MAKES IT WORSE

reasons this is not exactly what has hap-
pened, as not all building applicants 
have received the letter and are not fol-
lowing the rules set forth in the letter.

Shown here is the city’s letter by city 
staff; and note that the letter was to be 
signed and returned to the Building De-
partment. Appropriate violation notices 
spelling out the ordinance support-
ing the rules are also available. Recent 
interviews with builders, primarily the 
single and double residential unit types, 
indicate they are unaware of the letter 
and its requirements. There seems to be 
confusion with City Staff as to who is re-
sponsible for issuing the letter and the 
enforcement of the rules. Although citi-
zens may call the City about particular 
job sites, Inspectors are not regulating 
the job sites in general.

We are fast approaching the 2007 
hurricane season. 

City Officials need to address the is-
sue of who in City Staff is responsible for 
the establishment of the rules for proper 
conduct of a construction job site and 
inspection of sites for obedience of the 
rules to ensure “the quality of life” and 
the public’s safety in the event of a hur-
ricane.
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By Kristin Jacobs
Broward County Commission

– District 2

Property tax reform is a priority is-
sue for all Floridians.  While the Florida 
Legislature failed to reach a consensus 
on tax reform during their 60-day 
regular session ending on May 4, 
they will be conven-
ing for a special session 
on June 12th to take 
up the issue.  A num-
ber of proposals being 
considered by the Leg-
islature involve rolling 
back property tax rates 
which support city and 
county governments.  A 
roll back alone will not 
solve the equity issue, 
a critical component of 
property tax reform.   A 
new idea proposed by 
House Speaker Marco 
Rubio, which will be discussed at the 
upcoming special session would cre-
ate a different formula for assessing 
property taxes.  Homesteaded prop-
erties would be assessed a percent-
age of their value on a sliding scale.  
Commercial property, businesses and 
second residences would be assessed 
a percentage of their value.  Lastly, 
Governor Crist is proposing the dou-
bling of Homestead Exemption and 
allowing Save Our Homes exemptions 
to travel with you to another home in 
Florida.  Some of these reforms must 
be approved by Florida’s voters while 
others - such as a roll back of property 
taxes - could be implemented right 
away.

The Palm Beach Post reported in 
a May 6 editorial, “Directly and indi-
rectly, Tallahassee politicians blame lo-
cal governments for the spike in non-
homesteaded property taxes.  In fact, 
Tallahassee is part of the problem, not 
that Tallahassee admits it.  The Florida 
Association of Counties estimates the 
state raises local government budgets 
by a combined $1 billion each year 
through cost-dumping and assorted 
tax cuts.”  In Broward County alone, 
more than $63 million in state-ordered 
mandates were imposed.  While state 
legislators are casting blame on cities 
and counties, the State just approved 
a budget with $600 million more than 
last year’s, continued raiding the af-
fordable housing trust fund, increased 
school funding by requiring property 
tax increases, and maintained a rainy 
day fund of $1.6 billion.  

Re-evaluating programs & 
services

Perhaps the most important com-
ponent in this discussion is you.   Your 
input is critical. The Sun Sentinel, in a 
May 4 editorial asked legislators “to 
be careful they don’t chop local gov-
ernments at the knees.”  State and 
federally mandated services cannot 

be eliminated. However, 
many local services are 
provided solely by Bro-
ward County Commis-
sion and provide services 
to a narrow group not 
required of most resi-
dents.  We are reevalu-
ating every service and 
program to ensure we 
have squeezed out every 
opportunity for further 
efficiency.  One thing 
is sure, in this time of 
forced reductions some 

programs and services could be elimi-
nated, some could remain the same, 
and the level of service for some could 
change.   

General Fund expenses under 
the jurisdiction of the County Com-
mission include approximately $65 
million for libraries (18 percent); $61 
million for human services programs 
(17 percent); $39 million for mass 
transit (11 percent); $28 million for 
our 16 regional parks and 21 natural 
areas (8 percent); and $161 million 

pays for other services including road 
improvement, public records services, 
building permitting, consumer affairs, 
environmental permitting and moni-
toring as well as a reserve fund for 
emergencies (46 percent).

The County Commission will be 
making difficult decisions which may 
eliminate or significantly reduce a ser-
vice or program you feel is important 
to your quality of life.  The operational 
hours of our parks and libraries, help 
for children and seniors with special 
needs, victims of sexual assault or as-
sistance with child support collection 
are just some of the programs up for 
debate.  This year’s budget decisions 
will impact hundreds of jobs and the 
services provided to Broward’s 1.7 
million residents.  

The average property tax mill-
age rate paid by a property owner in 
Broward County is 22.5 mills ($22.50 
on each $1000 of assessed property 
value); the Broward County Commis-
sion receives a little more than six mills 
($6.00 on each $1000 of assessed 
property value) of that total.  It’s im-
portant to note more than half of our 
six mills (51 percent) is dedicated to 
other elected constitutional officers.  
These elected constitutional offices 
include Sheriff Jenne, Supervisor of 
Elections Dr. Brenda Snipes, Prop-
erty Appraiser Lori Parrish and Clerk 
of the Court Howard Forman.  Their 
budgets are folded into the County 
Commission’s annual budget, but fall 

outside our jurisdiction and outside 
our control.  

Plan to participate

The County Commission has 
scheduled several opportunities to 
receive your comments on the 2008 
the budget.  Each of our remaining 
budget workshops will open to the 
public and are scheduled for June 19 
and August 21 beginning at 10 a.m.   
In addition budget public hearings 
are scheduled for September 11 and 
September 25 starting at 5 p.m.  The 
county’s budget like each of our city’s 
must be final to meet State require-
ments by September 30, 2007.  Lastly, 
I would urge you to contact your city 
officials to understand how your city 
is preparing for property tax cuts im-
posed from Tallahassee Legislators.  
If you can, attend your city’s budget 
workshops and hearings to learn how 
much you’re saving and at what cost 
to your quality of life.

Information on workshops and 
hearings is available on Broward 
County’s website: www.broward.org 
along with a summary of the services 
provided by the County Commission 
and list of the 80 other taxing authori-
ties in Broward County. I invite your 
participation and your questions.  You 
may email me at kjacobs@broward.
org  or if you’re not connected elec-
tronically, call me anytime at 954-357-
7002.

IS A SERVICE OR PROGRAM IMPORTANT TO yOU SCHEDULED FOR 
THE CHOPPING BLOCK?
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You are invited to be a part of this new 
publication dedicated to Fort Lauderdale!

The Fort Lauderdale City News is a new home for your voice 
to be heard in the city. If you have an article you want to write 
about life in the city call me, Steve Kelley, at (954) 564-1308 and 
let’s discuss it. Or, simply email it to the address shown below.

This publication is for us and by us; 

this is your chance to have a seat at the table.

Sun-Sentinel won’t publish your “letter to the editor?” 
Send it to me, Steve Kelley at steve@citynewsfl.com 

   
By Gary Resnick

The 2007 Legislative Session came 
to a thankful end on Friday afternoon, 
May 11.  I say thankful because this 
year, the Legislature was particularly 
marked by large industries with big-
money lobbyists, doing what they 
could to eliminate any checks or 
consumer protections on their activi-
ties.  Also, the Legislature 
failed to tackle some of 
the biggest problems fac-
ing the State, most nota-
bly property taxes.  The 
Legislature will hold a 
special session June 12-
22, to discuss proposals 
to reform property taxes. 
The House and Senate 
passed a total of 345 
bills that were sent to the 
Governor for approval.   
Below is a brief summary 
of some of the more relevant items 
the Legislature passed.

Budget

The Legislature approved a total 
budget for Florida of $71.95 Billion.  
This is less than a 1% increase over last 
year’s budget, or approximately $65 
million higher.  The State’s budget ad-
dresses the shortfall that the State ex-
perienced this year, with deficits within 
the Agency for Person’s with Disabili-
ties, restoration of the Everglades, 
providing Florida’s teachers with merit 
pay and funding mentally ill treatment 
facilities.   There is currently in the bud-
get funding for two Wilton Manors’ 
projects, but we will not know if these 
are approved as final until the Gover-
nor approves the budget. 

Insurance - PIP

The Senate and House failed to 
reach agreement on Personal Protec-
tion Injury insurance requirements 
which will sunset this year. The Florida 
no-fault system currently covers up to 
$10,000 dollars in medical bills for ac-
cident victims. This requirement will 
end October 1st of this year. Governor 
Crist has said he will try and have this 
issue included in the upcoming special 
session. 

Citizen’s Property and Casu-
alty Insurance

The Session approved a bill that 
will extend the rate freeze for Citizen’s 
Property Insurance Corporation until 
January 1, 2009, eliminate Florida-

Bill. Despite strong opposition from 
virtually every city, county and con-
sumer organization in the State, at the 
urging (meaning millions of dollars 
spent on ads and lobbying) of AT&T, 
Verizon, Comcast and others in the 
industry, the Legislature approved HB 
549 which eliminates regulation of ca-
ble television service and local govern-
ment franchise requirements.  Instead, 
providers can pay $10,000 to the State 
for a single statewide franchise and be 
free from any regulation.  If consumers 
have problems, they are supposed to 
contact a State agency for assistance. 

Also, if cities and counties want 
to continue providing cable services 
to schools, libraries, and government 
buildings, they (meaning taxpayers) 
will now have to pay the cable provid-
ers for these services (which 
previously were provided 
for free); and many cities 
and counties will lose their 
educational and govern-
ment access channels (those 
that show their Commission 
meetings and provide infor-
mation such as public safety 
updates). Every consumer 
organization in the State and 
most cities and counties, in-
cluding Wilton Manors and 
Broward County has urged 
the Governor to veto this 
industry-favoring bill. Gov-
ernor Crist signed the bill on 
May 18. 

Growth Management

Passed HB 7203, a comprehen-
sive growth management package 
intended to address implementation 
issues with SB 260 approved in 2005.  
Among the provisions, Broward 
County and its cities will be part of 
a pilot program in which their com-
prehensive plan amendments are not 

only subsidiary companies know 
as “pup companies” and lower the 
qualifying threshold to enter Citizen’s 
making it more competitive with the 
private market. The bill also requires 
nationwide insurance companies to 
report their annual profits when filing 
for a rate increase. 

Hurricane Preparedness 

Several pieces of leg-
islation were passed to 
assist Floridian’s in their 
preparedness efforts. HB 
211 re-enacted the Hurri-
cane Sales Tax Week (June 
1 – 12, 2007) and HB 
7057 expands the current 
My Safe Florida Home 
by offering no-interest 
loans for home harden-
ing (unfortunately, it has 
been reported that while 
thousands have applied 

for such loans, the State has approved 
very few applications). 

Education 

The Florida legislature increased 
spending this year by $455.36 per 
student. Overall, the State’s educa-
tion budget was increased over 5%. 
SB 1226 created the Merit Award pro-
gram which provides Florida’s best 
educators with a 5-10% bonus.  The 
Legislature appropriated over $147 
million dollars to this program. Finan-
cial aid for Florida’s college students 
was also increased 15% over last 
year’s funding levels. The Legislature 
also funded a new initiative, The Vir-
tual Tutors program, designed to give 
parents and teachers more accurate 
information regarding student skill 
level. 

Election Reform

The Florida Legislature made sig-
nificant changes in elections. Florida 
will now be the 4th Presidential Pri-
mary in the country. The date will be 
moved to the last Tuesday in January 
making Florida a more influential force 
in Presidential elections. The Legisla-
ture also passed a bill to fund the re-
placement of the current touch screen 
voting machines with optical scan 
voting machines. Also, an exemption 
was created to Florida’s resign to run 
law for state elected officials seeking 
Federal office.

Cable TV

Many readers contacted me about 
this after my last article discussing this 

subject to review and approval by the 
State Dept. of Community Affairs. 

Environment

The Legislature passed HB 7123, 
a comprehensive energy package that 
prompts energy efficient buildings, 
fuel efficient cars and the use of alter-
native energy. The Bill provides incen-
tives for consumers and businesses 
to use alternative energy. Everglades 
funding was also a top priority. This 
year’s budget included $100 million 
for Everglade’s restoration, $54 mil-
lion to expand the clean up of Lake 
Okeechobee and another $40 million 
to improve the quality of the St. Lucie 
and Caloosahatchee rivers. 

Disabled Veterans 
Property Tax  Exemption

The Legislature passed 
SB 1026, to create a dis-
count for Florida disabled 
veterans, age 65 and over, 
injured during service.  This 
was approved by the voters 
as a Constitutional Amend-
ment in 2006. The Property 
Appraiser’s office will imple-
ment and have information 
as to how to obtain this dis-
count.

Many residents have 
contacted me over the past 
months regarding legislative 

issues.   With the help of this publica-
tion, I will continue to provide infor-
mation throughout the year on prop-
erty tax reform and other issues that 
affect us.  If you have any questions or 
comments, please do not hesitate to 
contact me via email at garyresnick@
aol.com or call me at home at 954-
566-0054.  

As always, thank you for your in-
put and your continued support!  

2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION SUMMARy
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The Frederick Goldstein 
Collection

Grace Café and Gallery - 49 North Federal Highway
Dania Beach, Florida  -  954.921.1231

www.gracecafeandgalleries.com

Original Oil Paintings and Sculptures
954.270.3567

Arts Showcase Dedicated to
the Arts

Welcome to the 
Arts Showcase!

Every month, FLCN brings you a  
-- menu of delights to feed your artistic 
tastes! Our goal is to support the arts by 

promoting local talent and the venues 
that provide access to creative works, 
and by honoring those arts leaders who 
are instrumental in the cultural develop-
ment of our city.

For our artists, our editorial content 
offers guidance on selling art and man-
aging their art as a true business that 
earns a meaningful income.

For our performing artists, we pro-
vide suggestions and opportunities on 
breaking into or advancing in the the-
atre, music and film industries.

Our Arts Showcase will feature valu-
able listings of the resources artists need 
to practice their creative pursuits.

Come Aboard!

Submit your ideas, comments and 
suggestions to Arts Showcase: 

monica@citynewsfl.com. This is 
your interactive forum for creative ex-
pression!

Send us your images and articles for 
consideration for publication. E-mail us 
your press release or notification of up-
coming events.

Art With Attitude
The distinctive artworks of April An-

selona have won her the accolades of 
such notables as renowned designer 

Christian Lacroix. Her illustrations have 
been featured in international publica-
tions including L ‘Art de Vivre, Women’s 
Wear Daily and twice in Beckett Publi-
cations, who also recognized her with 
an honorable mention. She has been 
accepted into the Archives o f 
Women Artists of the Nation-
al Museum of Women in the 
Arts, Washington, D.C. 

The bold, enigmatic style of 
April’s technique captures the 
essence of her subject, from 
the whimsical sketches and 
sensuous interpretations 

of being female to the powerful punch 
of Mohammed Ali’s glove. She has ren-
dered her art effectively in diverse me-
diums, including watercolor, acrylic and 
oils.

April’s paintings and illustrations 
have been exhibited in New York, Mi-
ami, Paris, London and New Orleans. 
She is sought for her appealing sense of 
line, design, color and content.

April Anselona can be reached at 
(954) 328-7578 or aprilart@aol.com.

NOW SHOWING AT WyLAND GALLERy
Walfrido is best known for his dramatic, light-swept Hawaiian seascapes. Wil 

Cormier has captivated audiences with his mythical depictions of mermaids at play. 
The two artists are currently sharing the stage at Fort Lauderdale’s Wyland Gallery 
at 1213 E. Las Olas Boulevard.

Romantic realist Walfrido classic works feature vibrant water’s-edge visions 
bathed in sun or moonlight.

Wil Cormier has captivated audiences with his mythical depictions of mermaids 
at play. For more information, call the gallery at (954) 522-4222 or visit www.
wylandkeywest.com.
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Tiki Culture Redux
           By Vena Harris

In the 1950’s Americans were look-
ing for a reprieve from their corporate 
lifestyles and many found it within the 
Tiki culture.  Trader Vic’s popped up 
all over the country serving up exotic 
fruit and rum drinks and even more ex-
otic Polynesian dancers and wait-staff.  

Middle-class men and women were 
shucking their 9-5 corporate attire for 
Hawaiian shirts and hibiscus-patterned 
sarongs as soon as the sun went down.  
Pool-side soirees lit up by tiki torches 
and lounge chairs were replacing formal 
cocktail parties, and dinner and drinks 
were consumed in restaurants featuring 
waterfalls and black velvet nude Hawai-
ian maiden paintings.  

And then as all trends do, the tiki 
craze faded and the hot-spots began 
to close down one by one until all that 
was left were rarely noticed relics of a 

bygone era.  However, the tiki culture 
has had resurgence in the past 10 years.  
It started slowly, as an underground 
movement and now is so popular you 
can see its effect in such common places 
as Target and Walmart.  The Tiki God is 
everywhere; mugs, string lights, garden 
totems, dishes, rugs, fish tank toys and 
paintings to mention a few.  This excit-

ing culture is laden with girls in grass 
skirts, drinks like the Mai Tai and music 
by such masters as Martin Denny.  

Next time you plan a friendly get-
together consider doing a little research 
into Tiki culture and incorporating into 
your festivities.  The website, www.tiki-
news.com is a great place to start; and 
of course, South Florida boasts one of 
the original tiki restaurants, The Mai Kai 
in Fort Lauderdale.  

Vena can be reached at 
vena511@yahoo.com

 Apawture Pet Photography
                
    Specializing in Dogs and their People

“Borderline Narcissist” by Wendy Doscher-Smith
 305. 981.1935 www.apawture.com

Spacious Photo Gallery 

Showing top art 
photographers & Hi-tech 

photo studio serving all your 
photography needs

2800 N. Federal Hwy., 
Ft. Lauderdale 

OPENING 
EXHIBITS

Featuring the 
original works of:

 Alan S. Maltz
Allan Teger

Joe Gemignani
John McDermott

James Schot
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      by Monica Adele Harris

Food. Clothing. Shelter. The neces-
sities of survival. But do we need art? 
Imagine a world  without music. With-
out dancing. 
Without use-
less composi-
tions of color 
and form that 
, designed to 
do nothing 
more than 
inspire our 
imaginations, 
somehow give 
meaning to 
our existence 
beyond mere survival. Would you want 
to live there? 

Now - consider the ways in which 
art has touched your life today: Did you 
listen to your favorite songs on satellite 
radio on your way to work? Did you 
pass by abstract metal sculptures grac-
ing the entranceways to towering of-
fice buildings? Did you catch the spray 
painted cries of longing executed in 
graffiti on the concrete sound barriers 
along the interstate? Were you moved 
by the memories of that film you saw 
with your lover last weekend? 

Life without art?

WWW.SOURIS THIS! 

www.broward.org/arts/grants/
programsmedia.htm

Consuming Art - Call To Artists
Presented by Alejanda von Hartz Fine 
Arts & Dot Fiftyone Art Space
Callforartists-CONSUMINGART.pdf

World Wide Arts Resources - Browse 
the Visual Arts, Museums, Galleries
http://wwar.com/browse.html

Gallery Guide .. Portal to the fine arts
http://www.galleryguide.org/

ART DEADLINES LIST: Artist 
Opportunities
http://custwww.xensei.com/adl/

ARTnews Magazine ONLINE ...Visual 
Art publication
http://www.artnewsonline.com/

Arts Wire ...Visual Art publication
http://www.artswire.org/

Journal of Contemporary Art ...Visual 
Art publication
http://www.jca-online.com/

Raw Vision ...Outsider Art Publication
http://www.rawvision.com/

International Sculpture Center
http://www.sculpture.org/

Glass Art Society
http://www.glassart.org/

Frank Niemeir’s Photography Resource 
Site
http://www.mindspring.com/~frankn/
photo/fineart.html

Artist Help Network: business info for 
artists
http://www.artisthelpnetwork.com/

Art Network: artist marketing resources
http://www.artmarketing.com/

FLORIDA / LOCAL RESOURCES

Voices & Venues (artist opportunities) 
pub. by South Florida Cultural 
Consortium
http://www.pbccc.org/html/voices___
venues.htm

BrowardArts.net - Broward County 
Cultural Affairs
http://www.browardarts.com/

ArtServe ...serving nonprofit cultural 
organizations in Broward County
http://www.artserve.org/

ArtNew: Art in Florida: Florida 
Museums, Galleries, Centers
http://www.artnew.com/

Is Art Relevant?

Have you loved 
your library 

Today?
Get Yours for FREE! Access to the 
arts! Visit our main downtown 
library at Andrews Avenue and 
Broward Blvd. Enjoy . . .

Live performances
Workshops
Computers
Books, Talking books
DVDs
CDs
Gallery on premise
Boutique
Exhibits

Turn on,
Tune in,

Tune up your 
inner ear at

WLRN, 91.3 FM

Arts Beat On Friday 
at 1 PM

Museum of ART - Fort Lauderdale
http://www.museumofart.org

City Link - Gallery Pages
http://www.clo-sfl.com/gallery.html

Miami/Dade County Dept. of Cul-
tural Affairs

http://www.tropiculturemiami.
com/links.htm

Florida Craftsmen ...Florida’s State-
wide Organization for Fine Craft Art

http://www.floridacraftsmen.net/
fchome.html

Art-in-the-Downtown ...Down-
town Development Authority program 
(Ft. Lauderdale)

http://www.ddafll.com/experience/
art_projects.htm

Blind Man’s Blues
“Hello There, Universe, Can You 

See What I’m Lookin’ For?”

Dave Camp...is a step forward into 
the past. His musical form was first born 
among the working class of New Or-
leans, Memphis and Chicago

“Many Swing and Blues Bands 
these days are just rock bands in sheep’s 
clothing.  I may be blind but, now more 
than ever, I can see that guys like Willie 
Dixon and Louie Jordan knew the se-
cret of good entertainment.  They kept 
it small, and they kept it tight-most im-
portantly, they played the Blues, and the 
Blues, more so than any other American 
musical form, moves an audience.”

Dave has worked with such no-
table Blues artists such as Willie Dixon, 
Otis Rush, Big Mama Thornton, Jimmy 
Witherspoon 
and performed 
with Muddy 
Waters guitarist 
Jimmy Rogers 
on his last West 
Coast Tour in 
‘95.

(858) 354-
6665      

Broward Cultural 
Division Seeks Listings 

from Art Galleries
In Broward County 
for a new 2007 Art 

Gallery Guide
Broward County Commission’s Cul-

tural Division began work on produc-
tion of a Broward County Art Gallery 
Guide—a full service listing of art galler-
ies in the County. It will be distributed, 
free of charge.

The 2007 Art Gallery Guide will pro-
vide visitor and resident patrons of the 
arts, with a fully-detailed informational 
brochure about the location and na-
ture of art galleries throughout Broward 
County.

In order to be included, interested 
gallery owners should fill out a submis-
sion form and return by June 1, 2007 
to: Broward Cultural Division, 100 S. 
Andrews Ave., 6th Floor, Fort Lauder-
dale, 33301. This form may also be sub-
mitted online. There is no charge to be 
listed in this guide.

Please visit www.broward.org/arts 
and click on ‘Cultural Highlights’ for the 
online submission form; or call Vena 
Paylo at 954-357-6023, to request a 
copy; E-Mail: vpaylo@broward.org.

You are 
Invited . . .
To be a part of our 

Arts Showcase

Call Monica at 
(954) 588-4970
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ARS FLORES 
ORCHESTRA ENDS 
SEASON ON HIGH 

NOTE

BY Beth Feinstein-Bartl

With their 2006-2007 season end-
ing at sold out concert, the Ars Flores 
Symphony Orchestra isn’t exactly taking 
a break for the summer.

Many of its members will be still 
making music, sectioning off into quar-
tets to play at functions throughout 

South Florida. Demand is strong for the 
small string ensembles, said Lynn Luce, 
the symphony orchestra’s founder, con-
ductor and artistic director.

Many of the requests come from 
people who have attended perfor-
mances by the full symphony, known as 
a mentoring orchestra where conserva-
tory level high school and college-age 
students play side by side with profes-
sionals.

    The 120-member orchestra, which 
finished its seventh season this spring, is 
an independent, nonprofit organization 
that makes its home at the Rose and Al-
fred Miniaci Performing Arts Center, on 
the Nova Southeastern University cam-
pus in Davie. Ars Flores also performs at 
other venues such as the Gusman The-
ater in downtown Miami, Miami-Dade 
College North Campus and the Ama-
turo Theatre at the Broward Center for 
the Performing Arts.

Quartets are asked regularly to ap-

pear at events year-round. The summer 
is no exception, said Luce, a resident of 
Fort Lauderdale’s Sunrise Key commu-
nity.

Three string quartets are available. 
Each consists of two violins, one viola 
and one cello. A small string orchestra, 
with up 12 musicians, can be arranged 
too, Luce said.

The most popular requests during 
the summer are for weddings. The quar-
tets also perform at fundraisers, parties, 
artist receptions at galleries, Luce said.

This is no standard Bach and 
Beethoven, however. The musicians 
have a wide ranging repertoire includ-

ing jazz, tango, classical compositions 
and Broadway show tunes, Luce said.

  She recalled one man wanted only 
waltzes. At other events, theme songs 
from Disney movies have filled the air.

 When they’re not scheduling quar-
tets, Luce and the board of directors 
will be busy gearing up for Ars Flores’s 
eighth season.

 Plans include three concerts on Oct. 
20, Jan. 26 and March 1 at the Miniaci 
theater. Another two concerts are slated 
to be held at the Lincoln Theater on Mi-
ami Beach, one in the fall and another 
in the spring, said Marilyn Polatsek, the 
symphony’s president.

The name, Ars Flores, incorporates 
the Latin and Spanish words for Flower-
ing Arts or Arts Florida. Since becoming 
an avid supporter five years ago, Polat-
sek has watched the attendance at the 
symphony’s performances grow.

“The first concert I attended, there 

Arts Showcase
were 45 people,” said Polatsek, a resi-
dent of the Sunrise Intracoastal commu-
nity in Fort Lauderdale.

Concerts now easily draw several 
hundred people, she said.

Much of the attention comes from 
bringing in guest artists such as Mei-Ting 
Sun, winner of the Seventh National 
Chopin Piano Competition in 2005, and 
a performance in 2006 with jazz flautist 
Nestor Torres.

Other programs attracting patrons 
include a free Music for Munchkins se-
ries held for families on morning of each 
Saturday concert at the Miniaci theater. 
There is also growing interest in an an-

nual concerto 
compet i t ion 
open to high 
school and col-
lege conserva-
tory level stu-
dents, started 
six years ago 
and held each 
January, Polat-
sek said.

For its 2006-
2007 season, 
Ars Flores held 
eight perfor-
mances at ven-
ues in Broward, 
Palm Beach and 
M iami -Dade 
counties. The 
s ymphony ’ s 
next to final 
concert of the 
season on April 
14 featured by 
an appearance 
by QuinTango, 
a five-member 

tango ensemble from Washington, DC, 
at the Amaturo Theater.

“Classical music is a hard sell, but 
were thrilled with the sell out for the 
QuinTango concert,” Polatsek said. 

As the orchestra becomes more well 
known, many new patrons are discov-
ering that students paired with profes-
sionals can create beautiful music to-
gether.

 “Typically, you would go to a con-
cert and either hear all professionals or 
all students,” Polatsek said.

“The young musicians in the or-
chestra are not typical students. These 
are young people who are serious and 
devoted. The whole concept of hav-
ing a mentoring orchestra is unique.”

 
For more information visit the 

orchestra’s website at http://www.ars-
flores.com/, or call 954-764-4455.

“you Have No Rights 
Here”

New Book tells True Story of One 
South Floridian’s 33 Months in a 

Middle East Prison

A reception and book signing was 
held May 18 at the home of promi-
nent Wilton Manors resident Jack 
Trudell for South Florida author Paul 
Ciceri.  His just-released book “You 
Have No Rights Here” tells the story 
of his 33-month struggle for survival 
in a United Arab Emirates prison.  
Among the guests at the book sign-
ing were the President and Executive 
Director of the Stonewall Library and 
distinguished Board Members of Arts 
United.

Paul’s story has a profound im-
pact for any American citizen, espe-
cially the gay community.  Paul’s story 
is a one of a daily struggle to survive 
and endure behind bars in a Middle 
East country where no foreigner has 
any rights or recourse.

This timely and chilling story pro-
vides a seldom-seen look from the 
inside. Paul’s story, culled from notes 
smuggled out of prison and from let-
ters to friends and family, provides a 
truly factual account of the happen-
ings in Al Wathba, a desert prison be-
tween Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia 
and one of the Middle East’s most 
notorious.  

Paul’s story, sometimes shocking, 
sometimes disturbing, but always in-
spirational, puts the reader inside the 
walls of Al Wathba.  A deep faith in 
God, the support of family and friends, 
the ongoing efforts of the American 
Embassy staff to secure his release, 
and a strong will to survive helped 
Paul through his 1001-day struggle.  

Truly inspirational to anyone who 
has faced adversity, Paul continued 
to thank God for his many blessings 
even as he was subjected to cruelty 
and unfairness.

More information about Paul’s 
story can be found at www.youhave-
norightshere.com.
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Stop in and Discover
Fort Lauderdale’s Finest
Garden Center & Plant Nursery.

1401 SW 1ST Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

(Just South of Davie Blvd & West of S. Andrews Avenue)

Phone: (954) 525-8995

LANGUAGE CLASSES
Spanish • French • Chinese • Italian

Children • High School • Adults
Join the experience of a global education.

Students of all ages receive a quality education in a
Foreign Language. Each class is age appropriate.

Not just a school ...
we’re a cultural apex!

MEDEROS SCHOOL LLC

Fringe benefits:
✦  socials
✦  labs
✦  resource library
✦  food tastings
✦  cultural exchanges

Just hang out
      and
          soak it in.

REGISTER NOW!
954.302.7560

info@mederosschool.com
   www.mederosschool.com

3081 E Commercial Blvd Suite 103  • Ft Lauderdale FL 33308

“global education”
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Wanna go to a 
Movie?

            by Dan McCarty

Statistics show that 1.5 billion movie 
tickets were sold during 2006.  That’s a 
lot of people attending a lot of movies.  
And we all know the main reason that 
most people go to the movies….to an-
noy me.

Being a fairly cheap person, my 
main weekly entertainment is to attend 
a movie.  I like to get myself a $16 tub 
of popcorn and a 55 gallon size cola 
and sit in the cool dark of a nice movie 
theater and lose myself in a great sto-
ry about people I have never met and 
places I have never been.  There is only 
one drawback to my plan….I have to 
share the theater with other people.

In the old days we used to have ush-
ers in theaters.  We hired large, mostly 
German men and gave them a uniform 
and told them to go forth and keep or-
der in the theaters.  Once our eyes got 
used to the dark, they would suddenly 
shine a 10,000 watt flashlight in our 
eyes and scream “GET YOUR FEET OFF 
THE CHAIR”, “STOP TALKING” and “NO 
IGUANAS IN THE THEATER”.  Okay, I 
never said I went alone.

Anyway, in the 1960’s we all discov-
ered we had civil rights and that led to 

the demise of the theater usher system.  
It was decided that human beings were 
social creatures, intelligent and thought-
ful, who should be able to control them-
selves in a public setting without police-
state oversight.  This, of course, was a 
huge mistake.

Left to their own devices, movie 
goers evolved and mutated into a to-
tally different species.  A recent scientific 
study  in the New England Journal of 
Really Unimportant Things found there 
were four new classifications of theater 
goers…and all can be found right here 
in the South Florida area.

INDISPENSIBLES (scientific name:  
ego-us huge-us)

 These people are so critically impor-
tant that they cannot be out of contact 
with the outside world for the 120 min-
utes it takes to watch a movie.  To make 
sure the planet doesn’t stop rotating, 
they leave their cell phones on and take 
every call.  Then just to torture us, they 
start the conversation with the hope-
ful greeting “Well, I’m in a movie the-
ater…..” only to dash our hopes with 
“…but I can talk.”    Their hearing has 
evolved to only pick up cell phone nois-
es, as they cannot hear “shhhh” and 
their eyes are unable to make out dirty 
looks from surrounding people.

CHOMPERS (eat-us loud-us)

The second classification is a group 
of people who have evolved big gnashy 
teeth to chew only crunchy sounding 
foods and have developed long dan-
gling fingers with which to rattle bags 
and wrappers.  They keep their mouths 
open for maximum amplification and 
often sneak in homemade snacks for 
maximum decibel output.

NARRATORS (know-it-allus wrong-us)

Knowing we would be unable to 
understand or enjoy the movie with-
out their insight, these good-hearted 
souls add their comments to the movie 
soundtrack and dialogue.  They tend 
to focus on the basics, like “the killer is 
behind the door!” (he never is) and “I 
think the butler did it” (he never does).  
They are often seen in the company of 
gullible people who listen to their ev-
ery comment (“Darfur is in India, you 
know.”) as gospel.

WHADESAYS (hearing-us shot-us)

The final group of new theater go-
ers tends to be an older crowd.  They 
like to use hearing assistance, but in-
stead of the amplifying headphones 
that theaters now offer, they prefer the 
old-fashioned system of turning to their 

Another Day in Paradise
companion and shouting “WHADE-
SAY?”   To which the companion replies 
“HE SAID HE WAS THE PRESIDENT”.  
Which begets the reply “NO, I DON’T 
USE PEPSODENT”.  And so on.

Thank God technology has provid-
ed a solution to the problem.   Now we 
can have a true movie experience in our 
own homes with flat screen televisions, 
Dolby surround sound, high definition 
DVD’s and on-demand movie channels.  
The only thing I have to add is turning to 
my wife to holler “WHATHESAY?”  while 
she chomps on her crinkly bag of home-
made crunchy trail mix.  Can somebody 
get that phone?

About the Author:

Dan McCarty retired from corporate 
America to devote his life to important 
causes, such as global warming and 

keeping fat 
guys from 
w e a r i n g 
speedos on 
the beach.  
He can be 
reached at 
danmccar-
ty1@com-
cast.net.

By Broward County Commissioner 
Ken Keechl

The Broward County Commission 
has an extremely important decision fac-
ing us. On June 5th we must fi-
nally decide whether to expand 
the Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood 
International Airport runway.  I 
have been studying this issue 
for months and I continue to 
welcome input from the busi-
ness community and the resi-
dents of District 4.

In 1994, the Broward 
County Commission submitted a pro-
posal to the FAA to address existing and 
anticipated future airfield capacity and 
delay issues. The Commission’s primary 
goal was (and is) to enhance the airport’s 
capacity to accommodate aircraft traffic 
through the year 2020 in a manner that 
would maintain an average flight delay at 
or below the industry-acceptable 6 to 10 
minute average. 

Although there have been various 
amendments over the last 13 years, the 
Commission basically proposed expand-
ing the “southern runway” from its cur-
rent length of 5,276 feet to 8,000 feet.  

The Commission’s proposal 
would also widen the south-
ern runway from 100 feet to 
150 feet.  This proposal is com-
monly referred to as the “B1c 
Alternative”.  

Working with an indepen-
dent third party consultant, the 
FAA has now issued a draft En-
vironmental Impact Statement 

(DEIS).  Its purpose is to evaluate the po-
tential environmental impact of the “B1c 
Alternative” and to suggest additional 
reasonable alternatives.  The DEIS must 
analyze the operational costs and benefits 
of all of the expansion alternatives.  Im-
portantly, the DEIS must also take into ac-
count the ramifications of not expanding 
the southern runway. 

According to the FAA, since the com-

mencement of commercial service in 1953, 
Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood International 
has become one of the busiest and fastest 
growing airports in the U.S., accommo-
dating more than 22 million passengers in 
2005.  The FAA has identified our airport 
as one of the 15 airports nationwide that 
will require additional capacity by 2013.  
The FAA has predicted that annual aircraft 
operations are projected to increase by 
2.2 percent annually from 2006 to 2012 
and by 2.3 percent annually from 2012 
to 2020.  What does this really mean?  If 
the FAA is correct, by the year 2020 aver-
age flight delays will increase from 6 min-
utes per aircraft to 26 minutes per aircraft.  
Consider this:  for each aircraft that takes 
off on time, another will average a 52 
minute delay.

The FAA has also stated that the ex-
pansion of the airport will actually reduce 
annual air pollutant emissions as com-
pared to doing nothing. Why? Because 
the FAA predicts a net reduction in aircraft 
operations on the ground during taxi and 
departure queue delays.

There are, of course, arguments 
against the runway expansion.  Some ar-
gue that the projected increase in airport 
traffic is overstated.  Others take exception 
to any increased noise for those residents 
who live next to the airport.  And some 
opponents have argued that the project-
ed cost of the runway expansion (which 
is not paid by property taxes, but by the 
users of the airport) is nevertheless under-
stated.  These are all valid concerns which 
I will take into account before I make my 
decision.

Whether I vote for or against the run-
way expansion, you can be assured that 
my decision will be made after listening 
to both proponents and opponents of the 
expansion, and it will be based on what I 
believe is best for Broward County.  You 
deserve nothing less. 

Until next month….

Broward County Commissioner 
Ken Keechl
Kkeechl@broward.org

Fort LauderdaLe/HoLLywood InternatIonaL aIrport runway expansIon
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            by Ron Laffey

Hello to all the fine people reading 
this fantastic newspaper!  

As an active citizen and busy volun-
teer, it is my honor to add a few words 
to this publication.

As you know, the City of Fort Lau-
derdale Police Department’s Citizens 
On Patrol (COP) has been around for 
close to ten years and is an organization 
of graduates of the Police Department’s 
Citizens Police Academy (CPA). The CPA 
is a 12 week training period held at the 
Police Station, teaching you everything 
there is to know about what our Po-
lice Department is made of, and why.  
Once a student has taken the course, 
they may continue to train for the COP 
and then help the Police Department 
in many ways with my favorite, going 
on patrol in a marked COP car with di-
rect communication with the Police dis-
patch.

While on patrol, you will hear first 
hand what all other police officers hear 
on their radio. Once you learn the ‘lin-
go’ (code signals and signs such as 10-
8 and signal 4), you will know what is 
going on in your district as well as any 
other officer!   When you come across 
2 cars stopped in the middle lane of a 
busy street after a fender bender, you 
call in: “Air Clear?”   Dispatch responds, 
“Air Clear.”  You continue, “Dispatch, we 
have a signal 4 on xxx  East Sunrise Blvd.  
Two cars in middle lane, subject in ve-
hicle two is asking for an EMS, subject 
in vehicle one is okay. Traffic is able to 
pass on both sides.”  

Dispatch replies, “Thank you Oscar 
150 (or whatever your call sign is), EMS 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL / LICENSED & INSURED 
Unsurpassed Service, Quality and Care

Honest & Reliable
Professionals for:

Filter Systems 
Cartridges 
Motors 

Leaks 
Diamond Brite 
Heaters 
Chlorinators 

“We Stand behind the Quality You Deserve” 
$25 off on your 6 month Service 

Call for a Free Estimate 
954-822-6662

Electric 
Pool Lights 
Plumbing

and C103 are on the way. Can you stay 
there until they arrive?”  “Ten-four, dis-
patch. I am parked behind vehicle one 
with the lights flashing.” When you find 
a van parked in the driveway of a nice 
home and you know the residents are 
out on vacation, you call it in. This is just 

a sample of what 
you can do as an 
extra set of “Eyes 
and Ears” for the 
police depart-
ment. 

The COP, with 
a lot of time and 
effort from cer-
tain people, Ser-
geant Robbie Blish 
in particular, has 
been reorganized 
and is getting 
more attention 
from the higher 
rank of the Police 
Department.  The 
active list of COP’s 
has been updated 
within the last 
year and everyone 
on that list has a 
new identification 

badge and an entry card that allows 
them to get into the Police Station at 
any time of the day or night (no longer 
having to wait for an officer with a card 
to let them in). 

Blish just finished training the latest 
COP class last month, and will start the 
next class in July, when the CPA that is 
ongoing right now finishes.  

The latest graduates, Jo Ann Smith, 
Robbi Uptegrove, Evelyn Warner, Doug 
White, and Betty Winslow, have all be-
gun to participate by going on patrol 
and working on the Air and Sea Show 
we just had. Cindy Smith, one of the 
original COP’s, has taken them out for 
their first patrol, giving them all the in-
side tips and how to’s.  

Once again, the COP’s were asked 
to help out at the Air and Sea Show 
with the Children’s Identification Brace-
let Program.  

This is an attempt to put an I.D. 
bracelet, with the child’s name and a 
contact number as part of it,  on every 
child who enters the event. Once a lost 
child is found and is brought to the po-
lice tent, we can then call that number 
and tell the parents where they can find 
their child.  

With the fact that almost everyone 
now has a cell phone makes this very 
effective. Under the command of Sgt. 
Glenn Galt, and the coordination and 
preparation of Parks and Recreation De-
partments Gerald Roberts, the following 

THE LIFE OF A C.O.P.S. VOLUNTEER
Well trained civilians aid our Fort Lauderdale police force

Partner Ted Fling (of Victoria Park) at the beginning of 
our night shift as C.O.P.S. volunteers.

COP’s, Alan Stotsky, Betty Winslow, Ev-
elyn Warner, Doug White, Cindy Smith, 
Jo Ann Smith, Don Bastedo, and myself, 
and the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment people, put out thousands of id 
bracelets.  

With the great effort of Roberts, 
there were 4 different tents that were 
putting out bracelets; both ends of A1A, 
the main command center on Sunrise 
and another on Sunrise 
to greet people before 
all the venders did, not 
just one as in the past. 
An event like this allows 
you to realize just how 
valuable your voluntary 
service is!  

So, if you are a CPA 
graduate, there will be 
another COP class com-
ing. If not, there will be 
another CPA class com-
ing!  

Finally, I would like 
to thank FLPD’s Captain 
Raul Diaz for the award 

he presented to Ted Fling and myself at 
the Volunteers Award Ceremony held at 
the Shooters last month for the time we 
have spent as COP’s this last year. 

To be awarded for something you 
enjoy doing is like icing on the cake.  

But to be given an award at an 
event like that, with all of those other 
fantastic volunteers, is an honor I will 
never forget!
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

Gulag is an acronym for the former 
Soviet Union’s penal system. Since then, 
it has come into common use to describe 
any repressive system. I named my col-
umn the “Tales From The Galt Gulag,” 
because I write about the repression of 
unit Owners on the Galt Ocean Mile.

Hurricane Season
Hurricane season is upon us. It is 

time to prepare for the worst, but pray 
for the best. We have been told to be 
self-sufficient for three days. We must 
be prepared for no electricity, water, 
telephone, or cable for as much as 
three days. Perhaps more importantly, 
it means there will be no police or fire 
protection services for as much as three 
days. This is what happened in South 
Dade County after Andrew and in New 
Orleans after Katrina. 

There are steps you can take to pre-
pare. Write a Hurricane Plan and share it 
with your family and friends. If you have 
pets, you must include them in your 
plan. You must have hurricane supplies. 
These supplies will differ if you stay in 
your home or evacuate. You must be 
prepared to protect your family and 
yourself, since there may be no police 
or fire protection, as was the case with 
Hurricane’s Andrew and Katrina. A hur-
ricane supply list and other emergency 
and hurricane planning information will 
be posted at www.Southpoint-Condo-
minum.org.

Windows
Windows continue to be an issue. I 

receive more calls and emails concern-
ing windows than on any other subject. 
Many condominium associations ap-
pear to be breaking the law.

The Florida Legislature changed 
Florida Statutes, FS 718.111(11). The 
responsibility for window and exterior 
doors was changed, effective January 
1, 2004. The change shifted responsibil-
ity for windows from the unit Owner to 
the Condominium Association.

Thus, Attorney Gary Poliakoff wrote 
in his Hi-Riser column, “there is abso-
lutely no debate over the question as 
to whether casualty insurance policies 
issued after January 1, 2004 ... must 
cover all improvements to the condo-
minium which include … unit windows 
and sliding glass doors.” He went on to 
say, “The condominium association is 
responsible for the replacement of win-
dows and sliding glass doors.” 

Thank you, Gary! There you have it, 
some plain words that explain the situa-
tion. What could be clearer?

Unit Owners Cheated
Some Boards are sending threat-

ening letters to unit Owners, trying to 
force them to buy windows. Owners 
are being cheated into wasting many 
thousands of dollars buying windows 
that do not belong to them. Of course, 
this means the unit Owner is paying 
much more than it would cost if the 
Condominium Association replaced the 
windows for the entire building.

The Palm-Aire Country Club Con-
dominium Association No. 4, Inc., 
followed Florida law. CAM Manager 
Thomas Wilson wrote to unit Owners, 
“As you know, the Association has sus-
tained a lot of damage from Hurricane 
Wilma and the Board has been work-
ing hard to get the Association back to 
where it was prior to October 24, 2005 
hurricane. 

A tremendous amount of work has 
been completed, but there is still work 
to be done. One of the most confusing 
issues in this entire endeavor has been, 
Who is responsible for the repair or the 
replacement of the damaged windows 
and sliding glass doors in the Associa-
tions?” He wrote the DBPR “made a de-
cision for all the condominiums in the 
State” and the decision basically says, “If 
a Condominium Association insured an 
item, they must be responsible to repair 
or replace that item.”

Thank you, CAM Thomas Wilson 
and Palm-Aire #4! They wrote to their 
Unit Owners that if they repaired or re-
placed windows or sliding glass doors, 
they would be reimbursed by the Asso-
ciation. They wrote that if a unit Owner 
had not made repairs, the Association 
would get bids on the windows and 
sliding glass doors to be repaired or re-
placed.

If your unit’s windows need repair/
replacement, it is the responsibility of 
your Condominium Association to re-
pair or replace the windows to meet the 
2005 building code. If you have spent 
your money to repair or replace your 
windows, you can send your Condo-
minium Association a letter demanding 
reimbursement.

You should notify your Condomini-
um Association, by certified mail, of the 
need for the repair, replacement, or reim-
bursement. If the Condominium Associ-
ation refuses to take action, you can file 
a complaint with Fort Lauderdale Code 
Enforcement, and the DBPR for violation 
of Florida statutes FS 718.111(11).

Hurricane Damage Claims
Hurricane Wilma damaged thou-

sands of condominium windows and 
doors. Many unit Owners filed claims 

with their insurance company to re-
pair broken windowpanes and frames. 
Much to their chagrin, these unit Own-
ers learned that their windows were not 
covered since Florida law makes them 
the responsibility of the condominium 
association.

At the same time, the Condomini-
um Association’s filed claims with their 
insurance company to repair broken 
windowpanes and frames. These claims 
were paid by the insurance companies 
to the Condominium Association.

Some Condominium Associations 
used the money they received for the 
damaged apartment unit windows to 
reward their supporters, and to deny 
their opposition. Unit Owners that were 
“friendly” to their Board may have re-
ceived one-hundred percent compen-
sation for their damaged windows. On 
the other hand, Unit Owners that were 
not “friendly” to their Board received 
nothing.

You may obtain a copy of your con-
dominium’s master insurance policy, as 
your right as a Unit Owner. Contact the 
insurance company and determine how 
much was paid to your Condominium 
Association for damaged windows. You 
may then obtain records from your con-
dominium detailing how much was paid 
to each unit Owner for window dam-
age. Then talk to your neighbors about 
their damaged windows, and find out 
what they received from the Board.

Permits and Code 
Enforcement
The City of Fort Lauderdale re-

quires a permit and inspection for many 
types of work. This includes electrical, 
plumbing, sheetrock, shutters, and 
windows. Many condominiums made 
illegal changes to apartments without 
purchasing the necessary permit(s), or 
having the required inspection(s) of the 
work. If changes were made, even if 
there was a permit issued, but the work 
was not inspected, the permit is invalid.

Illegal changes put your entire 
building and your unit at risk. The mas-
ter insurance company could exclude 
all claims to the structure and invalidate 
the policy due to illegal changes made 
to the building. A unit Owner’s insur-
ance policy could be invalidated. You 
may wish to protect your building and 
yourself by confirming that all work on 
your building conforms to the law.

Visit http://www.fortlauderdale.
gov/building_services/onestop/kios-
kopt.asp and conduct a property search. 
You can look up your unit, association, 
and Board members. The system allows 
you to check the existence and status of 

permit(s), as well as inspection(s) of the 
work.

Help For Owners
Attorney Inger Garcia can be 

reached by telephone at 954-894-9962 
or at Attorney@IngerGarcia.com.

Jan Bergemann of the Cyber Citi-
zens For Justice can be reached at 386-
740-1503 or at Jan@ccfj.net.

The Southpoint Condominium 
website is at http://www.Southpoint-
Condominium.org

Bill Of Rights For Owners
The AARP’s Bill of Rights for Hom-

eowners is available online at http://as-
sets.aarp.org/rgcenter/consume/2006_
15_homeowner.pdf. 

Government Officials
Governor Charlie Crist can be 

reached at 850-488-7146 or at Charlie.
Crist@myflorida.com.

State Representative Ellyn Bogdan-
off can be reached at 954-767-9850 or 
at Ellyn.Bogdanoff@myfloridahouse.
gov.

State Representative Julio Robaina 
can be reached at 305-442-6868 or at 
Julio.Robaina@myfloridahouse.gov.

Harold Hyman of the Florida De-
partment of Business and Professional 
Regulation can be reached at 954-202-
3982 or at Harold.Hyman@dbpr.state.
fl.us.

Condominium Ombudsman Dan-
nille Carroll can be reached at 954-202-
3234 or at Dannille.Carroll@dbpr.state.
fl.us.

Fort Lauderdale Police Chief Bruce 
Roberts can be reached at 954-828-
5700.

State Attorney Michael J. Satz can 
be reached at 954-831-6955.

Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle 
can be reached at 954-828-5003, or at 
MayorJames@aol.com.

The Galt Gulag City Commissioner 
Christine Teal can be reached 954-828-
5003 at CTeel@fortlauderdale.gov.

Fort Lauderdale City Manager 
George Gretsas can be reached at 954-
828-5013 or at GGretsas@fortlauder-
dale.gov.

Code Enforcement Head Cate Mc-
Caffrey can be reached at 954-828-4989 
at CMccaffrey@FortLauderdale.gov.

 
 About the Author
I own an apartment in the Galt Gu-

lag, at the Southpoint condominium, on 
the Galt Mile in Fort Lauderdale. Many 
people do not realize how many rights 
they give up when they buy an apart-
ment in a condominium association. 

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG
Horror stories abound at the condo towers on Galt Ocean Mile
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I have taught American Government, 
Constitutional Law, and Ethics for over 
twenty-years, but I was not prepared for 
life in the Galt Gulag.

At the June 2005 Board meeting, 
Board President Marty Glazer called the 
critics of the Board “insurgents.” I am 
an insurgent in the Galt Gulag. You can 
reach me at AGWIII@comcast.net or 
954-567-0520.

Editor’s note:

Dr. Grayson Walker and myself have 
received over 500 calls and emails since 
beginning our Galt Condo articles in 
October, 2006. Almost all are about ex-
treme condo corruption and intimida-
tion of residents all in an effort to steal 
unit owners’ money in broad daylight 
and with total impunity.

What follows is sadly typical of 
what’s happening on the Galt Ocean 
Mile and their 20 buildings.

Dear Editor,
 
I live at Chateau Mar Condo and we 

have a very well built six story building 
that is a part of old Florida style right 
next to the Riverside Hotel on the New 
River. We seem to be the latest victims 
of this “mind set” that one of the pro-
fessors and experts on concrete resto-
ration of the University of Miami called 
it. That balconies fall off in 40 year old 
buildings. In fact many of the experts I 
have talked to said this is not true they 
can last many years if built to code and 
looked after.

Ours is especially well built. One 
balcony out of 48 needs the full treat-
ment of rebar repair, due to bad work-
manship around 7 year ago, and oth-
ers in small repair. Most balconies are in 
great condition with not even hairline 
cracks, but in spite of this we have been 
told, by engineers, that all the balconies, 
even without any signs of deterioration 
will have to be dug into and should be 
done straight away.  Not mentioning 
one important part of concrete restora-
tion which is monitoring.  That is tak-
ing pictures of the cracks or spalling and 
checking its progress through a few 
years. As long as they are waterproofed 
this should not be a problem.

In fact small cracks show the rebar is 
doing the job.

Because of so many conflicting sto-

ries about  balcony deterioration and 
after hearing the terrible stories around 
Fort Lauderdale of how ‘good’ balco-
nies were dug into and found to have 
nothing wrong  I decided to go to the 
most reputable source of information in 
the construction industry, the American 
Society of civil engineers (ASCE), to get 
some definitive answers. I conducted a 
telephone interview with Marvin Oey 
the director of the Construction Institute 
(CI), one of the seven institutes of the 
ASCE.

 The Construction Institute  is  the 
first national organi-
sation designed to 
meet the needs of all 
individuals working 
within the construc-
tion industry.  Mem-
bership includes 
people involved in 
building construc-
tion, designing con-
struction projects 
and teaching con-
struction. The con-
struction industry 
was established to 
provide a collabora-
tive forum for every 
participant in the 
construction pro-
cess.

 Dr Marvin Oey 
received his  PhD, 
from the university 
of Texas at Austin.  
As Director of the 
Construction Institute (CI) at the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Dr. 
Oey manages various technical activi-
ties related to construction that include 
temporary structures, engineering spec-
ifications, claims avoidance, and mate-
rials. He has lead responsibility for the 
development and maintenance of CI’s 
strategic direction and works closely 
with industry executives to identify in-
dustry needs and improve performance 
through research, education, special 
studies and services.

 
 Interview for Concrete Restoration 

conducted by Valerie Austin, noted as 
“V.”

 
V  Are all balconies on buildings 

over 45 years old a problem?
M    It all depends on the design and 

on what code they were using at the 
time. I would say not.

V   So balconies can last longer than 
45 years?

M   Yes, I would say they can. The 
way they design concrete buildings, 
they build in a safety factor so a balcony 
won’t just one day collapse. It will forge 
a huge crack and start to deflect. Typi-
cally they have a deflection of  about 2-3 
inches. The balcony is actually hanging 
or out of spoke. That is when it is ac-
tually dangerous. But if there is no sign 

of huge cracks, they are still pretty safe 
structurally.

V    One person took all the tiles off 
the balcony.  Does that cause a prob-
lem?

M   Removing tiles is not a good 
thing to do. Slowly, the concrete will 
start to erode away.  Normally, you 
would have a film over the concrete 
which is water protection, but now it 
will more than likely seep through the 
concrete.

V.    What about small spots spall-
ing for instance the size of a palm of a 

hand is that serious 
or minor?

M.   Small spots 
are minor, that’s ex-
pected in concrete, 
that can be caused 
by the mix of the 
concrete being a 
little bit different. 

V   One contrac-
tor wanted to use 
Ground Penetration 
Radar (GPR) to in-
spect the balconies.  
Do you think that 
would work?

M   I have never 
heard of using GPR 
on structures. I don’t 
even know if that 
would work.

V   There was 
one engineer with a 
sort of broom pole 
who tapped on the 

balconies. He said most balconies were 
in need of attention, because you could 
hear hollow sounds.  This was in spite 
of the fact that many of these balconies 
did not show any indication of deterio-
ration at all.  Is this sort of tapping a nor-
mal testing procedure?

M    Tapping is one way.  Although, 
to tap just to hear if it is hollow, sounds 
pretty suspect. I 
don’t think any en-
gineer would do 
anything like that. 
There will be hol-
low spots in con-
crete just because 
the aggregate in 
it. It may sound 
hollow just be-
cause of a different 
density of rock. It 
wasn’t mixed well 
or something. 

V  What about 
tapping on tiled 
balconies? Espe-
cially ones that 
have no cracks?

M  That is very 
suspect. Typically, 
what they (engi-
neers) will do, is 
they have a ruler 
and they stick the 

ruler into the crack. If there is not a 
crack then it (the balcony) is structurally 
sound.

V    Could you explain more about 
putting a ruler into a crack as a test?

M    That’s really (a method of) mea-
suring the width of the crack and the 
depth. So, the deeper the crack is, the 
closer (it is) to the rebar. Which means 
the tensile strength is gone.           That 
would be a dangerous situation, be-
cause basically the rebar is holding up 
the balcony.

V     What about hairline cracks?
M   Hairline cracks are to be expect-

ed in all concrete.  That is not an identi-
fication (of a problem).

 
I thought this may help give condo 

boards and unit owners some very use-
ful information so they are not seduced 
by these unethical engineers and con-
tractors that are leaving a trial of ner-
vous breakdowns and people that have 
no choice but  to sell their homes. We 
have seen our condo be devalued by 
$200,000 due to excessive and non-
sense assessments that are not neces-
sary.  The newly repaired balconies are 
only guaranteed by some of the con-
tractors for 5 years and an independent 
engineer said that ours could last an-
other 5-10 years. Could it be because 
the contractors need work in this slow 
down?

The board are going with contrac-
tors that want to take all our lovely tiles 
up and dig in even though we have no 
deterioration. These seems to be $2 mill 
contracts which is exceptionally expen-
sive in a building with only 34 units. 
Some people may lose their home. It 
has made it impossible to sell and we 
are in such a great location. Could that 
be it?

Valerie Austin, Fort Lauderdale
valerieaustinhyp@aol.com
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THE CONDO Lawyer
Committed to justice for the Galt Condo Community

       by Inger Garcia, Esquire

My name is Inger Garcia. I have been 
an attorney in private practice since 1991 
in Georgia and 
since 1997 in 
Florida. Prior to, 
I worked as an 
Intern Assistant 
State Attorney 
for Janet Reno 
in Miami. I have 
also interned for 
numerous Judg-
es, as well as, my 
Law School Trial 
Program Direc-
tor. I have been 
involved in real estate and/or litigation 
for over 16 years. 

The extent of violations by the Con-
dominium Associations and their Boards 
is extensive. The truth is in black and 
white. I have compiled the most com-
mon issues and complaints this month. 

HINTS, ALLEGATIONS, AND 
THINGS BETTER LEFT UNSAID

This month we will be discussing 
issues that you as Condo Owners re-
quested.

FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS AND 
THE LACK OF “SLAPP” SUIT 
PROTECTIONS

In America we have First Amend-
ment Rights to freedom of speech and 
expression without retaliation. However, 
there is no such thing for Condominium 
Unit Owners. In other Countries they 
put you in jail for speaking the truth. 
Here, if you speak out or file a com-
plaint, the result is a retaliatory lawsuit.  
Did you know that Homeowner’s have 
protection under Florida Statute, Section 
720.304 against “SLAPP” suits, but Con-
do Owners do not? The Statute protects 
owner’s rights to petition for redress of 
grievances before the various govern-
mental entities of this state as protected 
by the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution and s. 5, Art. I of the 
State Constitution. The Legislature rec-
ognizes that “Strategic Lawsuits Against 
Public Participation” or “SLAPP” suits, as 
they are typically called, have occurred 
when members are sued. However, 
it is the public policy of this state that 
government entities, business organi-
zations, and individuals not engage in 
SLAPP suits because such actions are in-
consistent with the right of owners to 
participate in the state’s institutions of 
government. Therefore, the Legislature 
prohibits lawsuits against owners who 
address matters concerning their hom-
eowners’ association and will preserve 

this fundamental state policy, preserve 
the constitutional rights of owners, and 
assure the continuation of representa-
tive government in this state. An owner 
sued may be awarded treble damages 
and reasonable attorney’s fees and costs 
if they prevail in a suit. The Homeown-
ers’ Associations may not expend asso-
ciation funds in prosecuting a SLAPP suit 
against an owner.

We have a Condo Owner who is be-
ing sued for abuse of process for filing a 
complaint with the DPBR and for speak-
ing to the media.  This appears to be a 
SLAPP Suit. We will watch this closely.

BALCONY, POOLS AND 
BUILDERS

There is a current issue in Chateau 
Mar in regards to its pool, poolroom, 
and balconies. The poolroom win-
dows were replaced without a majority 
vote. The majority of the Unit Owners 
voted against repairs to the balconies 
in the past as the assessments would 
be about $20,000.00 plus. Currently, 
a majority of the Unit Owners signed a 
written document against repairs to the 
balconies that were not an emergency. 
Notwithstanding, the Board is attempt-
ing to declare the repairs an emergency 
and bypass the Unit Owner’s vote. The 
rumor is that a builder may want to pur-
chase the property.  One way to achieve 
that goal is to assess the Unit Owners so 
high that many lose their homes to fore-
closure and/or be forced to sell below 
market value. A unit sold recently very 
below market. What are the issues? 
Was this an illegal assessment? Are the 
repairs a true emergency? What is the 
true motives behind the scenes?

RECORD REQUESTS AND 
COMPLAINTS

Many Board Members operate the 
Association like they own the Condo 
itself to the exclusion of the other own-
ers. When a Condo Owner requests to 
review condo documents or speaks up 
against the way a condo is run, the re-
sult is SLAPP Suits, Intimidation, harass-
ment and selective enforcement of con-
do rules. Many Unit Owners move out 
because of this harassment.  Not fair!

WINDOWS
See Dr. Walker’s article in this 

month’s paper concerning Windows. It 
appears that the insurance law require-
ments are inconsistent with the Condo 
Laws, and the Condo Laws are silent. 
The Associations can insure windows, 
but the individual Unit owner cannot.  

So, doesn’t it make logical sense that 
the Association should be responsible 
for the cost to repair or replace the win-
dow? Recently, a Condo Owner was 
mandated by the Board to install “im-
pact windows” in her unit to the tune of 
$30,000.00.  Who should pay this cost?  
In Playa del Sol there are issues where 
Unit Owners are attempting to seek re-
imbursement for windows and doors 
they replaced at their own expenses. 
Some Condos are paying for the win-
dows, others are not. 

RIGHT AND POWERS OF BOARD 
MEMBERS AND OFFICERS & 
ATTORNEy REPRESENTATION

All Board Members have the same 
rights, unless it is specified in the Condo 
Documents.  There are also Officers in 
the Condo Association. Condos are not 
the same as Florida Profit Corporations. 
All Unit Owners are members of the As-
sociation. There have been problems 
with a “majority of Board Members” op-
erating as they want and ignoring the 
rights of the other Board Members and 
Unit Owners. Certain Board Members 
are not being allowed to inspect or ac-
cess the Condo Records at the instruc-
tions of other Board Members.  These 
excluded Board Members are having 
to file DBPR complaints in order to gain 
access to records.  I suggest the DBPR 
seize the records from the Condo Asso-
ciations and create a provision when the 
DBPR can oust the Board Members who 
will not follow the law. In the past the 
DPBR has been fining the Association 
for denying access. This strategy is how 
the “majority of a Board of Directors” 
have been excluding the other Board 
Members from meaningful participation 
in the running of the Condominium. We 
need to enforce the law and/or clarify 
whom the condominium lawyers actu-
ally represent. If the lawyer represents 
“The Association,” whom do they ac-
tually represent?  Some lawyers speak 
only to the President and Vice President, 
“the Officers” and not the entire Board 
of Directors.  Other law firms will only 
speak to one or two of the Board Mem-
bers and not the others. Whom do they 
represent and when will it be clear and 
consistent? Isn’t Florida corporate law 
different to some extent than Condo 
Law? We are trying to change the in-
dividual liability for Board of Directors in 
Condo settings.

BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING
Some buildings are monitoring the 

Unit Owners, such as Southpoint. They 
created keyless systems that track the 
Unit Owner’s and their guest’s move-
ments. Some Condos are using the Pa-

triot Act as a defense to this harassment 
and stalking. Other buildings such as 
Playa del Sol are requesting duplicate 
keys. The problem is that the Association 
had apparently abused the emergency 
only entrance and it is creating a fear 
of loss of privacy. Do the Associations 
understand what a true emergency is? 
Will they abuse the freedom to enter the 
units? The police had refused to get in-
volved.  Scary, isn’t it.

BOARDS GONE WILD ON 
CONCRETE RESTORATION 
PROJECTS

Many condos are having problems 
with concrete restoration. Board Mem-
bers have turned their back on the Unit 
Owners in possible breach of fiduciary 
duty by ignoring concrete companies 
over billing. The over billing may have 
been $5,000.00 to almost One Million 
Dollars, depending on the agreement.

NOTICE By CERTIFIED MAIL
Did you ever wonder why it is that 

the unit owner must notify the Associa-
tion by certified mail and the Association 
may simply mail any notice to you with 
no proof of receipt?

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS
It has been suggested that: We 

adopt the “SLAPP” Suit provision as 
the Homeowners have; We establish 
a pool of competent lawyers to repre-
sent the individual Unit Owners; We 
establish a pool of funds similar to the 
$4.00 charged per Unit Owner to fund 
the individual complaints, or designate 
a portion of funds for Unit Owners to 
secure legal representation and level the 
playing field between the Owners and 
the Board; We take the risk of a com-
plaining Unit Owner losing their home 
away by protecting the Owner; We limit 
the Board of Director’s terms and make 
the removal of the Officers and Direc-
tors easier; We prevent the Boards from 
disqualification relevant votes by the 
individuals; and We prevent improper 
foreclosures by setting a minimum limit 
and/or amount of time required prior to 
a foreclosure suit being instituted.  

About Inger Garcia:
I have been an attorney in private 

practice since 1991. Prior to, I worked 
as an Intern Assistant State Attorney for 
Janet Reno in Miami; interned for Judg-
es; and interned for my Law School Trial 
Program Director. I have been involved 
in real estate and litigation for over 16 
years.  If you have any comments or 
questions, I may be reached at: attor-
ney@IngerGarcia.com, 954-894-9962, 
954-394-7461, or fax: 954 446-1635.
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In the previous episode, Fort Lau-
derdale taxi driver, me, was visited by 
Lt. Kaplán, the other officer in that fast 
food holdup case who now investigat-
ing me for the Staunton shooting. Two 
other cab drivers had died the same 
way. Kaplán’s plan was to lease my 
cab at night and have a cop drive it. 
Meanwhile that five-grand was burning 
a hole in my pocket, so I went to buy 
another cab. Only I was short. Kaplán 
bought two cabs and offered to have 
me throw in with him in a 3-cab fleet. 
With my involvement in the possible 
murder in New York hanging over my 
neck, it seemed best to have a cop as a 
partner, even Kaplán.

We had no trouble in getting drivers 
for one of the cabs; two deputies from 
the Pompano division were more than 
happy to drive, enough to forgo haz-
ardous duty pay; but the third cab was 
jinxed. A week without lease money 
coming in cost each of us two hundred, 
in cash. The association does not take 
checks, debit, credit cards, or money 
orders. Kaplán had a practical solu-
tion. Lease it out to Fort Lauderdale PD. 
“They’re always looking for good sting 
vehicles.”

It was a head-scratcher for sure. My 
dealings with them were memorable 
dramas. Their women are the mean-
est time-wastingest flesh-eaters in all 
of Florida. I dated one of them, but she 
was not a cop then, just an ordinary 
miserable person. They swagger like 
men with jock itch. “I do not want it.”

“Why?”
I snorted. “I ask myself, what mar-

velous things will happen if I do that? 
And I can’t think of a damn thing,” I 
said.

“It pays the bills. Isn’t that the pur-
pose of a business?”

“Making money off law enforce-
ment is not a business. It is a means of 
financial suicide. So far, you have cost 
me two-hundred bucks.”

“You mean I lied to you?”
“Ve-ry funny!”
We were very good at antagonizing 

each other. But I never got sore. With 
his deadpan, I could not tell if I got his 
goat. But I keep on trying.

What really was trying was the lack 
of parking spaces where I lived. Now 
it is practically every afternoon, each 
parking spot was port for a stranger. 
Things got so bad that the towing com-
pany the board of directors hired to 
tow away unauthorized vehicles hired 
a spotter who watched for cars to be 
towed. When he spotted one he would 
radio or cell phone a waiting truck with 
a big steel hook to hitch a front or rear 
axle, and in thirty seconds, can be drag-
ging off a car to the impound lot. Such 
a hitch was happening to the back end 
of a black Dodge van that was parked 
in my space. Just my little block alone 
was earning Naugle Towing two-grand 
a day. And the fistfights, once a car is 
on the hook, the tow truck operator 
considered it his, and these guys are 
never puny. My little hold on paradise 

on the canal was a war like in Suez. The 
City News of Fort Lauderdale called my 
block the Baghdad of Las Olas. They also 
brought up the similarities in the name, 
but Mayor Naugle categorically denied 
the insinuation. He had me laughing. 
He scolded a WSVN camera crew, “Do 
you really think I am the only Jim Nau-
gle in the whole wide world?”

When the van was dragged off, I 
parked my Grand Marq next to the cab. 
Not much had changed in the model 
for six years, just the backlights. As I 
was pressing the remote button to lock 
things up, I heard a commotion. Three 
Sinaiites without their dark blue suit 
jackets on, just the pants, white shirt, 
suspenders and hat had formed a hu-
man chain before the truck, and each 
link was pointing an AK-47—it could be 
an M-1 for all I know about guns, but 
they meant business.

Well, I know that Naugle Towing 
prides itself for the extra effort their driv-
ers go to enflame a scene. Mind you, 
this was happening lickety-split. The 
simple thing was to cede the van, un-
hook it and drive off and live. Instead 
the abrasive man with a red bandana 
round his shaved head, brown muscle 
t-shirt, Tennessee *%#& stomper boots 
and tattoos for common sense, lowered 
his window and laughed, “Arf!” in their 
faces. That ripped it. One of the men 
slapped the man’s head with the rifle 
barrel four times before the guy got the 
point. I saw who that one rabbi was. 
Rabbi Yonkel Kaplan.

I turned and rushed to my door, 
unlocked both bolts and slipped inside, 
praying that he did not see me.

I watched from in-between the slats 
while the bloody genius cranked the 
van down, unhooked it then pleaded 
for his life. The rabbi kicked him in the 
balls. “Arf!” he said. Then he and the 
other two got in the van and drove off.

For the first time in a long while, I 
felt like not driving tonight. I never felt 
so vulnerable before when it was me 
alone making my own decisions. Why 
should I care if he saw me? They did not 
want me dead, just to mind my own 
business, which I had little problem 
with. I just would feel better knowing if 
or not I was involved in a premeditated 
murder. This thing is like a foot nailed to 
the ground. Now I feel the edge of di-
saster behind the knees as I sit in a chair 
with a brandy and ice and feel sorry for 
myself. Sigh!

Screw this #%&*. Not only am I not 
going to drive tonight, I am going to the 
River Front tonight and have myself a 
ball. Who deserves it more, Frank? Yeah! 
If I had a girlfriend, I would invite her 
to the celebration. “What are we cele-
brating?” she would ask. She would be 
tall, leggy and blonde, and spiteful, she 
would be no push over. She would be a 
lot like me, but more afraid and cleverer. 
“That I found you, Baby,” I would say. 
Sigh!

I watched a little TV hoping it would 
calm my qualms. Of all the foul news-
casters, not even Nancy Grace could 
move me off this mark. Feeling badly 

is better than feeling a little blue. And a 
little blue is what loneliness is all about.

After a long while, I poured myself 
another brandy-rocks and took it into the 
back yard. Others built patios out there, 
and I would have too, had I the money, 
but I got a white table that is beneath a 
red-green-yellow-striped awning that I 
will crank open. When I get the money I 
am going to replace the door for a slid-
ing glass one and laminate the floors in 
knotty pine, put a few comfortable chairs 
and tables and sit out there during my 
favorite time, sunset, and that megamil-
lion-dollar condo across the street when 
silhouetted is how I envision the church 
Sampson brought down in the movie. 
Make her a blonde Delilah, my dream 
woman. He conquers her in the end 
but it cost him his sight. Luckily I do not 
share Sampson’s extreme situation nor 
share the extremity of the payback.

While my drink waited on the ta-
ble for me as reward for unfurling the 
umbrella, a roaring powerboat having 
its way upstream caused a wake that 
rattled and rocked all the smaller yachts 
tied to our docks. The one tied to mine 
was a Seaton Pilothouse, mostly white. 
Owning one of those, that is living. 
I love boats but I know so little about 
them. Whenever I am aboard one, I 
feel free, and all it cost was a few bucks 
and the rental of a fishing rod and reel. 
Whatever I caught, I , reluctantly, donat-
ed to the crew. I would date Janet Reno 
before I will gut and scale a grouper.

Kaplán called. He had “Great news. 
You’ll love this!”

I waited. Eventually, I asked, “So?”
“Feh! Maybe I won’t tell you. I 

should leave it as a surprise.”
“The only thing that will make me 

happy is going back to the way things 
stood, before I signed on the devil as my 
partner.”

“Well, Bubilah, that isn’t going to 
happen, so guess what’s behind door 
number-two.”

“The cab!” I said. “You got it leased, 
huh! Didn’t you?” and I so rarely use 
contractions, that’s how gleeful I was.

“Frank, you’re going to love this, I 
sold a third interest in the outfit to an 
old friend of mine.”

I was not sure if I liked that idea. A 
third is far worse than a half. I learned 
that lesson after I bought in here. I have 
one vote against five others. Now my 
very livelihood will be one against two. 
Then it occurred to me. I am where I 
was before, owner of Cab-132, but pay-
ing a few bucks less in association fees, 
which will be the tradeoff in my being 
responsible for seeing all three cabs are 
maintained. Uh-uh! “You never even 
consulted me. No. I am going to fight 
this in court, if I have to.”

“It won’t have to. Wait until you 
meet him before you do something ri-
diculous. You’re a regular Don Quixote, 
aren’t you?”

That same powerboat had turned 
and was roaring past while I asked the 
inevitable, “Whom?”

“You’ll love this. Are you listening?”
“Yes. I am all ears.”

“Okay. …”
As the boat tied to my dock pitched 

and rose, I- “Hold on!” folded the tele-
phone and stuck it back in its holster. The 
boat had settled by the time I padded 
over to it. It was named The Lady Viv 
in a fancy font. My phone rang again, 
but this time I let the voice mail take the 
message. I had a boat to board.

I grabbed the white steel railing as 
I boarded. She was beautiful. Fifty-feet 
long, newly refurbished, spotless, like 
brand new. It had three staterooms and 
a fore- and aft-saloon; I liked the aft best, 
it had a bar and an unopened bottle of 
St. Remy Napoleon Brandy, a glass and 
a bucket of ice, one of those fancy ones 
with a backgammon board pattern. A 
note in a flowery handwriting was on it. 
It read: Look in the nightstand drawer. 
I did. It was a cloth photograph frame 
that when opened contained two na-
ked photographs of Vivian Menchik. 
She was bound and gagged and strug-
gling. There was also a note in the same 
flowery penmanship: Remember me.

My phone rang. I needed to sit 
down, but not here. I bolted up the few 
steps and leaped for the dock. I ran back 
into the house prepared to pour a third 
drink into the lowball glass, but when I 
saw the St. Remy bottle, I put another 
drink out of my mind. My Viv was in too 
much trouble for me to get plastered. 
What I needed was a cop.

I phoned Kaplán back. “Look,” I 
said, “You need to come by right away. 
It is an emergency.”

So I watched TV, played around in 
an AOL chat room—my screen name 
is FrankJMarshall4, there are three of 
ahead of me, I guess—and was wan-
dering around my small niche of Eden 
when I heard a car pull up. It was Kap-
lán’s green Buick. I unlocked the door 
and told him to get inside. As soon as 
he stepped by me, I stuck my head out 
to see if anyone was spying on me.

Before I let him utter one word, I 
took the initiative, saying, “Come with 
me. Don’t say a word.”

He did not.
I ushered him aboard the Lady Viv 

and led the way down into the sleeping 
quarters. I showed him the pictures and 
the notes and I pointed out the names 
of the boat and the brandy bottle. “I 
love her and something terrible has 
happened to her.”

“How come I don’t know anything 
about her?”

“I did not know that I loved her un-
til I saw this.”

“You have a long story, huh?”
“A real melodrama. And I think it is 

all related. The cab drivers being shot, 
the Sinaiites.”

“I was thinking that myself.”
“You were?”
“I still am. But you tell me your sto-

ry first. Let’s go someplace though. If I 
must hear melodrama, at least give me 
some background music. A little bit of 
Billy Joel, maybe. We’ll take the Buick.”

Contact Frank Marshall at
frankjmarshall4@aol.com

A NIGHT IN THE LIFE OF A FORT LAUDERDALE TAXI 
The road to hell is paved with . . .



Page 18  - June, 2007 -  Fort Lauderdale City News Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.comwww.citynewsfl.com

Trash…or Treasure?  
Whatever it is, it’s GREEN.

By Casey Eckels
Fort Lauderdale Recycling Manager

It’s a big warehouse that initially is 
an exotic bazaar of interesting and odd 
things overflowing from barrels, hang-
ing from rafters, or laid out on big oak 
tables. 

Packaging foam in a surprising vari-
ety of shapes cling to a hammock made 
from orange construction-site fencing. 
Whole rolls of paper are suspended 
from ropes, and piles of gorgeous fabric 
create a small mountain of texture and 
color. 

“Look around you” says Mike 
Heimbach, Trash to Treasure Executive 
Director, “ everything was going into 
a dumpster somewhere….the broken 
tiles for mosaic, the 3 ring binders, the 
magnets, even the file cabinets and 
shelves.”

Trash to Treasure is giant store-
house of materials for teachers, artists, 
and the general public, 
and is partially funded by 
user fees of $60 annually 
for use 12 times a year, al-
lowing members to take 
what they wish for each 
visit. The new non-profit 
organization, located in 
Fort Lauderdale near the Fort Lauder-
dale Stadium, will be open to the public 
on May 4th.

“Teachers in Florida spend from 
$600-$1200 a year out of their own 
pockets supplementing their classrooms 
each year” Heimbach continued. “A 
piece of foam board costs $15 at local 
stores----we have foam board here do-
nated by architectural offices---you just 
cover up the used side with something 
new.”

Most of the materials comes from 
businesses that were planning to dis-

pose of the “left-overs” of their busi-
nesses at Broward’s very expensive 
waste rates. By donating items like fab-
ric scraps, used tile, wood scraps, up-
holstery foam, office supply surpluses, 
even novelty items that are “seconds”, 
businesses are able to save money on 
disposal costs and help a good cause at 
the same time.

But according to Heimbach, there’s 
more to it than just moving materials 
from the trash to the treasure chest. 
“This stuff is called ‘open ended materi-
als’. When kids are provided with such 
unstructured materials and simply told 
to ‘play and have fun’, something mag-
ical happens. They fiddle, they explore, 
they discover, they get excited about 
discoveries, they learn what works and 
what doesn’t work when they build, 
sort, connect, twist, stretch….” This 
process is about developing critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills in 
the most natural way. Studies have con-
tinually shown that it is the foundation, 
like art and music, to all solid academic 
development. And the process is what 
is important, not the end product. It 
stimulates right brain development. It is 
very different than the kind of brain ac-
tivity used with computer work or FCAT 
preparations.”

A few “artsy types” wandered 
around gleefully “playing” and creat-
ing with a variety of random pieces of 
“trash”. One created a lovely bracelet 
on the spot and another put together 
a mosaic design out of broken tiles ly-
ing in a big drawer that I would proud-
ly have as a center piece on a table or 
floor.

And although for them, the process 
is more inclined to bear imaginative fruit 
that has lasting value, is the satisfaction 
any less for the child that makes a boat 

out of a piece of molded 
foam, some TP rolls, and 
an old piece of hardware 
hook for an anchor? 

As Mike excused him-
self to answer a potential 
new member’s ques-
tion, I found in myself 

the sudden urge to “fiddle” with some 
colorful plastic cups. I remembered 
buying some commercially made cups 
like this many years for my pre- k child 
who spent hours sorting and counting 
colorful foamy beads into colors, and 
shapes. I could have made the game 
myself with Trash to Treasure supplies, 
at a fraction of the costs. It dawned on 
me that this concept really was about 
how to REDUCE (consumption), RE-
USE (creatively), and finally, coming up 
third on the EPA hierarchy of managing 
waste, RECYCLE

Use less; use what we already have 
creatively. The energy and pollution re-
ductions inherent in that philosophy 
made me green with envy. I wanted to 
be part of this solution. I felt right- brain 
smarter already.

 EAGER BEAVER 
                            TREE SERVICE INC. 

We’re Eager to Please…… 
                                                        In business since 1988 

Owner – Operator 
        Alan Weiss 

Oakland Park Resident since 1979 
Residential Commercial 

Bucket Truck – Brush Chipper 
Hurricane Preparation 

   Dependable * Licensed * Insured   
                                      Free Estimates 

                     License # TTL B-057 
 

                954-561-9192 
 

 

1-800-930-SAND (7263)
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

COMPETITIVE PRICING

10% OFF WITH THIS COUPON
1-800-930-SAND (7263) 

MUST PRESENT COUPON W/DELIVERY 
COD CUSTOMERS ONLY 

EXPIRES 8/31/2007 

SAND
GRAVEL 
TOP SOIL 
MULCH

LAWN SAND 
DECORATIVE ROCK 

PAVER SAND

FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING AND REMODELING JOBS

Shaw Trucking 
“YOU CALL WE HALL”

Trash2treasureFL.org
1090 NW 53rd Street
Ft. Lauderdale, 33309

954-623-0603
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We are pleased to announce that Scott Cumming is joining our Fort

Lauderdale funeral home as managing director. Although Scott is new to

the Fort Lauderdale location, he has worked as a funeral director  and

member of the management team for Fred Hunter Memorial Services since

2004.

With nearly 30 years of funeral director experience, Scott is a compassionate professional who specializes

in providing exceptional customer service to family members. We welcome you to stop by the funeral home

to meet Scott. 

Fred Hunter’s
Fort Lauderdale
Welcomes
Scott

Cumming

Fort Lauderdale
718 S. Federal Highway

(954) 989-1550

We’re still here for you.
Fred Hunter Memorial Services is still here to serve the community’s

families. Conveniently located just a few short blocks from Las Olas

Boulevard, our funeral home’s centralized location allows us to

serve the needs of all families throughout the greater Fort

Lauderdale area. As the only full-service family owned and 

operated funeral home, cemetery and crematory in Broward

County, we have served South Florida for nearly 50 years.

Come discover why Fred Hunter Memorial Services is one of

Florida’s most successful funeral homes. Stop by or call us today.

Please visit www.fredhunters.com.

©2007 Adfinity

 

Candidates’ Stump
Rep. Bogdanoff’s 
Latest Insurance 

Company Giveaway 
Hurts Us All

by Christian Chiari, candidate for 
State House District, 91  

State Representative Ellyn Bog-
danoff has 
once again 
d e m o n -
s t r a t e d 
that she fa-
vors a gov-
e r n m e n t 
in the dark 
on behalf 
of special 
in te res ts 
and ideo-
l o g u e s 
over open 
g o v e r n -
ment on behalf of the people. This 
time her champion is none other than 
the insurance industry and its desire 
to do away with personal injury pro-
tection insurance (also known as PIP).

As highlighted in an editorial in 
a recent edition of the South Florida 
SunSentinel, Rep. Bogdanoff’s latest 
maneuver, designed to stall any at-
tempts to renew the state’s no-fault 
insurance law, will result in increased 
insurance company profits at the ex-
pense of taxpayer dollars.

For months now, I have been 
talking about Rep. Bogdanoff’s prefer-
ence for government in the dark on 
behalf of the special interests. And I 
am glad the Sun-Sentinel is putting 
Rep. Bogdanoff on notice that such 
abuse of our government will not go 
unnoticed or unchallenged.

With her actions to undermine PIP, 
Rep. Bogdanoff has pulled off a triple 
play against the people of Florida. She 
is managing to help big insurance, 
hurt average Floridians and pursue her 
policy of government in the dark all at 
the same time. For her and her insur-
ance company friends, it’s a good day. 
For the rest of us it’s trouble.

By undermining efforts to reform 
PIP and instead allowing it to sunset, 
Rep. Bogdanoff is ensuring that hos-
pitals and taxpayers will be picking up 
the cost for uninsured motorists who 
are injured in an accident. The end 
of no-fault insurance will also add to 
the backlogs in our county courts by 
opening the system up to more frivo-
lous lawsuits.  Without fault any one 
involved in an accident will be able to 
sue. These costs have hospitals and 
our courts concerned that they will 

not be able to provide the services we 
need. Meanwhile, local governments, 
whose budgets are already stretched 
to the limit, will be forced to pass 
costs of maintaining these services on 
to the taxpayer. 

Because injured workers tradition-
ally recovered lost wages under PIP, 
Rep. Bogdanoff’s actions will put fur-
ther stress on our local economy and 
on family budgets that are already 
strained by the rising cost of living in 
South Florida.

Bogdanoff’s latest trick demon-
strates her allegiance to the insurance 
industry. The Sun-Sentinel was right 
on point when its editorial accused 
her of “carrying water for the special 
interests.” But by carrying water for 
the insurance companies, Rep. Bog-
danoff  is leaving the rest of us high 
and dry. 

By putting up obstacles to the real 
PIP reform that we need, Rep. Bogda-
noff is ensuring the death of no-fault 
insurance and personal injury protec-

tion insurance in the state. It’s just 
a sneaky way to give the insurance 
companies what they want.

It is a shame that with so many 
other legislative priorities this year, 
Rep. Bogdanoff chose to spend her 
time further obstructing the legislative 
process. 

Christian Chiari can be reached at 
(954) 803-4844.
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I LED TWO LIVES - a book by Commissioner Tim Smith
My Life as a City Commissioner and Private Citizen

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Tim Smith was a beloved District 
2 Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
from 1996 to 2003. Smith wrote this 
book after he left office to tell his story 
about what it was actually like to be a 
City Commissioner.

His book, Politics 101, will be pub-
lished here in serial form, one chapter 
per month.

Chapter 8
 
       Mean Business

I know I’ve made the very public life 
of an elected official sound so fun and 
exciting, that you have probably begun 
to sketch out your future campaign 
plans. You probably figure you could 
live through a little blackmail attempt, 
a few lawsuits, and an occasional pri-
vate eye following you everywhere! You 
might have already jotted some notes 
on your different civic experiences that 
could qualify you for the next ballot. You 
might have already been mentioning 
to your wife or husband or significant 
other as you read this book “hey hon-
ey, this elected official biz sounds like a 
hoot.” “Smith is having the time of his 
life and I want a piece of that action.” 

Well, before you head to the local 
elections office and throw the proverbi-
al “hat in the ring,” let me tell you some 
stories about how your life will change. 
I remember that just before my son was 
born, everybody wanted to tell Cindy 
and I how different our lives were about 
to become. You just don’t believe it un-
til it happens. Am I right, parents? But 
about three weeks into the experience, 
when you are up to your elbows in dirty 
diapers, your house looks like a tornado 
had swept through, and you haven’t 
had a decent night’s sleep since the lit-
tle precious was born, you call the folks 
and say “wow, have our lives changed”. 
You need to hear how tough things can 
get in politics too, how hot some of the 
issues are. There will be times when you 
question your sanity and wonder if you 
could just come down with an immedi-
ate case of some rare contagious infec-
tious disease, that might gain you a pass 
out of that next difficult public hearing. 
And you need to know that along with 
the fun of  attacking difficult problems, 
there will be the additional duties and 
trying times associated with the job. 

During my six year tenure as a City 
Commissioner, in addition to the daily 
ritual of taking the dozens of phone 
calls from citizens in need of some help, 
and the weekly City Commission meet-
ings, workshops and special meetings, 

I was required to serve on other com-
mittees and boards throughout the 
City and County. One of my favorite 
committees was the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization. This committee was 
County Commissions’ State’s mandated 
advisory board for reviewing all the 
plans for what they call “mobility.” Basi-
cally that means traffic, but also includes 
mass transit, trains, bicycles, even    pe-
destrian paths. It is made up of 17 dif-
ferent cities that have   diverse needs in 
our County. It was almost always excit-
ing and generally controversial. Cities 
were often pitted against one another 

for funds and priorities and it really took 
a lot of negotiation and persuasion to 
get your point across. 

Then there was the Tourist Develop-
ment Council. This  council was also a 
County Commission appointed board, 
and because Fort Lauderdale is the 
largest city in Broward County, it has 
a seat on the board. When I was first 
elected, I was told by outgoing Com-
missioner Jack Latona that I should try 
and get on that board. He said it was 
one of the most prestigious and inter-
esting. The board is charged with advis-
ing the Greater Fort Lauderdale Visitor 
and Convention Bureau (financed by 
the County’s hotel Bed Tax) on its mar-
keting plans, budget, and  vision.  It is a 
most colorful board chaired by the cur-
rent Chair of the County Commission. It 
has an array of members from the Tour-

ism industry, the largest industry in the 
County. One of the most colorful mem-
bers is Preston Henn. 

Henn is the owner and developer of 
the World Famous Swap Shop. I bet most  
of you reading this book have been to 
the Swap Shop on Sunrise Boulevard to 
search for that elusive treasure. I know I 
have! Preston still runs this gigantic flea 
market, and he’ll often zoom by you in 
his golf cart checking out his operation. 
He is still the country cowboy he always 
was, only now a country cowboy with 
millions, maybe billions! Sometimes he 
would bring some Swap Dollars to the 

board meetings (a 
mock-up of a dol-
lar bill with Pres-
tons’ smiling face, 
redeemable for 
something or oth-
er at the market) 
and pass them 
around the   table. 
Oh, the perks of 
public office! 

I also sat on 
the Homeless Ini-
tiative advisory 
board, the board 
of a local Men-
tal Health Facility, 
and the weighty 
Land Preservation 
Advisory Board 
of the County. 
This board had 
a daunting task 
of advising the 
County on which 
parcels of land the 
County should 
purchase with the 
400 million dollars 
the voters had ap-
proved in a bond 

referendum. These were all important 
and substantial positions, and I would 
get scores of pages of back-up materi-
als before each of those meetings. One 
of the things I noticed after being out 
of office for a few months, is that I had 
not read a single book for pleasure in 
years. Between all the reams of reports, 
back-up materials, research documents 
and the like, I only had time (or eyeball 
capacity) to scan the daily newspapers 
every day to stay fine tuned to the lay 
of the land. 

Now remember, the job of an 
elected official is usually considered a 
part- time job, and in my case we were 
paid $14,000 a year. I bet you thought 
that was a typo and was    supposed to 
read $14,000 a month, or $140,000 a 
year. You’d be wrong. It was $14,000 
a year, though the new Commission in 

Fort Lauderdale pays themselves a little 
more than double that, $30,000 a year. 
But the old saying is true, this job you 
don’t do for the money, or the Swap 
Shop dollars! But fitting all that in and 
keeping your real income coming in 
(the landscaping    business in my case) , 
your wife happy, and coaching the kids 
little league football team in between is 
quite an experience. 

The daily handling of problems for 
constituents was always the most re-
warding part of the job for me. On any 
typical day, the phone would always ring 
by 7 or 7:30 a.m. with either an opinion 
from someone on whatever the biting 
issue of the day was, or a citizen with 
a burning problem that they just didn’t 
seem to be able to get handled at City 
Hall. The problems ran the gamut. As a 
matter of fact, when the rotten night-
club at the beach was making the beach 
constituents crazy as the club    emptied 
out at 4:30 in the morning, I gave the 
beach leaders the phone number that 
sat next to my bed and told them to use 
it if they had to. Fortunately, I only got 
one of those 4:30 a.m. calls from Joe, 
the beach activist beatnik.

There were a lot of daily calls about 
the crime problems. Citizens were fed 
up and frustrated that there were crimi-
nals running about the city with what 
appeared to be impunity. I  developed 
a system to help make the frustrated 
citizen a problem solver. Solving crime 
works better when the citizens and 
the cops work together. Fort Lauder-
dale has always had it’s share of street 
criminals, and as I told you, things were 
pretty bad in some parts of the city. 
These frustrated folks would call me and 
nearly cry. They would say they called 
the cops but nothing happened. I knew 
that they would feel better if they be-
came part of the solution. When there 
is a dope dealer or prostitute or just a 
shifty looking fellow somewhere near 
your home or business and you call the 
cops, you’d better have some good 
details when you call if you expect any 
results. I would teach the folks how to 
report the call for the maximum help. 
I instructed them to start by getting a 
good description. The cops in our town 
like you to start with a general descrip-
tion. You should say the doper is a Latin 
male, (or a white female, or a transgen-
dered black, you get the idea), about 25 
years of age, 5’5” tall, and with a slim 
build. Next comes the clothing descrip-
tion that should start with the head, 
first. The shady character is wearing a 
black Tigers ball cap, a nose ring in the 
shape of a peace symbol, a white tank 
top, blue jean long shorts and red shoes 

Continued on page 21
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Continued from page 21

with purple shoelaces. You can almost 
hear the delight when you give that 
kind of description to a police call taker. 
Now, the street Cop would have some-
thing to go on. There was seldom more 
than one person in that area with that 
description (thank God). I’d explain this 
to the frustrated citizen and they would 
often tell me how much better this tac-
tic worked. 

There were also a lot of calls to my 
home, cell phone, and City Hall Office 
about building and code problems. I’ve 
told you how complicated the City’s 
development regulations are. On top 
of that, the city also has to enforce the 
State’s building code, and sometimes 
the County’s Land Use Plan and the 
Water Management District’s edicts all 
at once. Throw in the Health Depart-
ment and the EPA and you have a po-
tion strong enough to send the stron-
gest man crying into his pillow. I’d 
always be sympathetic to these calls as 
I had my go-rounds with the City my-
self over the years. I knew how infuri-
ating things could get. One thing that 
would gall me was when you ran into a 
bureaucrat who forgot that he (or she) 
was there to serve the citizens, and not 
abuse them. I took these problems se-
riously and would spend hours on the 
phone with the management trying to 
iron out some of these folks problems. 
Sometimes, I would be working a land-
scape job, putting in the petunias with 
my right hand and talking drive-isle reg-
ulations at the same time.

Then there were the long involved 
meetings that sometimes were boring, 
sometimes captivating, and sometimes 
took on the feeling of a medieval battle, 
minus the iron suit. The meetings had 
many parts. There were the pomp and 
circumstance of the opening functions, 
the prayer and the presentations, the 
mundane portion called the consent 
agenda where we would bicker over 
some details of the purchasing budget 
(though I refused to participate in the 
toilet tissue budget discussion as Keno 
had), and then there were the public 
hearings. These were parts of the meet-
ing where the citizens had their say. 
And because of that, there were many 
public hearings that lasted into the wee 
hours of the night during my tenure on 
the Fort Lauderdale City Commission. 
For a guy like me who was used to fall-
ing asleep before the 11 o’clock news 
came on, that was mean enough. But 
add to that, when I was first elected, the 
Commission started their bi-monthly 
regular meetings at eight o’clock in the 
morning, and often went into the late 
evening, and you’ll see that burning the 
candle at both ends became my life-
style. 

As I took the oath of office of Com-
missioner, the city was in the middle of 
a rewrite of their zoning code. Now talk 

about a snoozer. Our United Land De-
velopment Regulations  (known as the 
ULDR, everything is in acronyms in gov-
ernment) is a thick document that covers 
everything from what type of sanitation 
devices were required on boats, was an 
incinerator device allowable, did upland 
owners need to hook up to land-based 
sewage, to what type of windows and 
balconies must be on a high-rise if it 
faces the Ocean, if it backs up to com-
mercial, if it’s built on a people street, 
to how many employees must be pres-
ent if you open an indoor firing range. 
My guess is that there are about a zil-
lion details in that book and every de-
tail is important to someone, sometime, 
somewhere. We would often consider 
a phenomenon called the “law of unin-
tended consequences.”  

That law came into play in a most 
clear way after we had passed the sec-
tion of the regulations that dealt with 
fences. The concern was that people 
were putting up plain wooden fences 
abutting the sidewalk with no land-
scaping and no buffer. We rebuilt the 
law with a multitude of layers of rules. 
A few weeks later, a citizen came to a 
Commission meeting to complain    dur-
ing the “it’s time for citizen complaints” 
section of the Commission meeting. 
This poor citizen had pictures of what 
his chain link fence turned out to look 
like after the building department in-
terpreted our new fence rules. He had 
a chain link fence that had no gate be-
cause it wouldn’t close where the new 
law  insisted it go. Additionally, it had 
little things on the top of each post that 
looked like the little game pieces in Can-
dyland. The building department had 
strictly enforced the new rule that called 
for special post tops that the ordinance 
intended to be used on wooden fences 
only. That’s the law of unintended    con-
sequences. And the reason I mention 
the rewrite of the    zoning code is that 
was one of the meetings that lasted to 
the wee hours of the night. The meeting 
had started at eight that morning and 
had just kept going and going and go-
ing and going. I needed the Everready 
Bunny before the night was through 
just to sit up straight in my chair. One of 
the Commissioners had to be nudged 
as his snoring became noticeable (I am 
not mentioning any names here). But 
finally, it was nearly three o’clock in the 
morning and I had somehow lasted for 
the 19- hour marathon meeting. We 
had passed the zoning code with barely 
an eye open and nary a brain cell func-
tioning. After an extra long nap the next 
day I was fine, but that poor citizen still 
ended up with “Candyland” poles on 
his chain link fence.

Though the final meeting for the 
rewrite of the Zoning Code was physi-
cally painful, it didn’t compare in pain 
and angst to some of the tougher Pub-
lic Hearings that I would eventually suf-
fer through. The suffering had less to 

do with the length of the meetings or 
the spicy jalapeno pizza that the Mayor 
insisted on than the controversial is-
sues that pitted citizens, one against the 
other, neither side interested in compro-
mise. There were some issues that rose 
to the level of emotional fanaticism, and 
they were the hearings that would tear 
at your soul. There was no way to please 
everyone, though some politicians inef-
fectually try to, so you just have to call 
them the way that you see them. For-
mer Fort Lauderdale City Commissioner 
Jack Latona told me shortly after I was 
elected that when it came to those dif-
ficult public hearings, if you left at the 
end of the night with only 49% of the 
people angry at you and calling for your 
head, then you may have done the best 
that could be expected. 

By far the most emotionally charged 
public hearing I would ever sit through 
was the hearing to decide if the Boy 
Scouts of America would receive a city 
grant. The grant, which had been wide-
ly supported in the past became incred-
ibly controversial when it was reported 
that the national position of the scouts 
was that openly gay and lesbian per-
sons would not be allowed to join the 
their organization either as members or 
counselors. This was not just a Fort Lau-
derdale issue, but a national one. The 
Scout policy was rigid and the right to 
deny membership in their private club 
had been reaffirmed by the Supreme 
Court. But the rub was that though a 
private club wasn’t required to admit 
openly gay people, government and 
private funding sources were under no 
obligation to fund them either. In our 
city, there are a great many gays and les-
bians. Many are great personal friends 
of Cindy and Timmy and me. They are 
civic leaders, neighborhood presidents, 
even City Commissioners. It was hard 
for me to imagine that I would be con-
vinced to fund the group as long as they 
stuck to their policies. 

The controversy started during the 
yearly budget building cycle. During 
this time, which starts in about July 
(the budget year runs from October 
through October), the City Commission 
starts to talk about their intentions for 
the following year’s budget. One of the 
discussions was centered around a cer-
tain fund that the City Commission had 
been doling out to non-profit organiza-
tions for years. It was a fund whose goal 
was to assist charitable groups serving 
the needs in our community that  gov-
ernment didn’t address. It was a rela-
tively modest amount of money, less 
than $300,000, and would be split up  
between dozens of entities. 

The first step was a stop at the 
Community Services advisory board. A 
diverse set of city residents sat on this 
board, with two being appointed by 
each of the Commissioners and the 
Mayor.  The non-profits would make an 
appeal to this board and then the board 

would deliberate and come up with a 
worthiness ranking and send that rec-
ommendation over to the City Commis-
sion for disposition. In all of the other 
years I had sat on the Commission, 
the only controversies were whether 
the Area Agency for the Aging should 
get more than $10,000, and should 
the Broward Homebound Program be 
funded for the fifth year in a row, or 
should Pop’s Allstars be funded at all. 
It was all rather tame stuff, but tricky to 
get the right mix and sad because we 
had to send many worthy non-profits 
away every year with nothing in their 
stocking. But this year would not turn 
out to be a  normal year!

Before the discussion of what to do 
with the yearly non-profit money was 
even on the Commission agenda, the 
controversy surrounding an expected 
request from the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica for some of the funding began to 
emerge. We had  historically funded the 
Boy Scouts as well as the Girl Scouts. I 
had received a few calls from leaders in 
the gay community who clued me in on 
the problem. They told me that since 
the Supreme Court decision verifying 
the Boy Scout’s organization right to ex-
clude gays was handed down, the gay 
groups throughout the nation had be-
gun to oppose any funding for the Boy 
Scouts from any government source. 
The gay’s argument, and one that I 
agreed with, was that no government 
money should be given to a group that 
excluded any faction of the   commu-
nity. Heretofore, the only organizations 
that would have such stances would be 
radical fringe groups, like the Nazi Party 
and their hatred of Jews and the Klu Klux 
Klan and their insane ramblings. But this 
was the Boy Scouts of America! I was      
disappointed in the national position 
of the Boy Scouts and I had hope that 
the local leadership would have a better  
understanding of Gays and Lesbians. 

After all, they must have gay neigh-
bors, gays at their place of work, gays 
in their bowling league. I met with the 
South Florida leadership of the Scouts 
after the furor began and had a frank 
discussion with them.  They seemed like 
honest sincere men and said that they 
were tied to the national policy and had 
no choice but to go along with it. I told 
them that I was sorry, but I would stand 
up for my gay and lesbian citizens and 
deny them city money if they insisted on 
excluding them from membership. The 
war had begun.

Over the next couple of weeks, and 
until the day of the     Public Hearing, I 
was absolutely inundated with e-mails, 
phone calls, letters, and faxes. People 
on both sides of the issue were the 
most passionate as I’ve ever seen folks 
before or since. On the side of the Boy 
Scouts were the Boy Scouts themselves 
and their immediate families. They 

Continued on page 22
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wrote and said that they were  being 
punished by severe cuts in their fund-
ing around the  country and all they 
wanted to do was learn how to make 
lean-to’s and earn merit badges. They 
were right. But also fighting for the Boy 
Scout funding were the religious right. 
They were organizing their national 
forces and I was getting e-mails and 
hate mail from all over the country. I had 
received threatening phone calls calling 
me a homo lover and such things and 
numerous e-mails that foretold of grave 
consequences if I continued to back the 
gays. Our Mayor, Naugle, was also on 
the side of Boy Scout funding and had 
gone on a conservative religious nation-
al radio program and fumed about the 
possibility of the Scouts not receiving 
funding from his city.

The night of the Public Hearing ar-
rived. I had answered hundreds of e-
mails and had to delete hundreds more 
as I was more than worn out from the 
issue. I had spoken to probably   an-
other hundred people on the phone 
and had actually gotten a call from my 
old college roommate, Garth, an Eagle 
Scout who lived in Pennsylvania and 
had heard about the controversy in Fort 
Lauderdale and begged me to fund the 
Scouts. When I     arrived at City Hall 
about a half hour before the evening 
meeting, the building was already filled 
to the rafters. Protesters with hate mes-
sages about fags and God condemning 
homos were outside the Hall. The news 
organizations were set up and I knew 
we were in for a doozy. I took my chair 
at six o’clock straight up and before 
long the Public Hearing had started. I 
remember there being 75 or so people 
spoke that night. About 50 were in fa-
vor of funding the scouts and 25 op-
posed. But those favoring the funding 
were more often than not outsiders. 
Some came from out of state represent-
ing groups with names like Americans 
for Family Values and the like. Many of 
the speakers accused gays of being pe-
dophiles and said that the homosexuals 
would be assaulting the children if they 
were allowed to join. All in all, it was a 
vile hearing for me. As I’ve told you be-
fore, I have gay family members and gay 
neighbors, friends, and long time sup-
porters and I was disgusted with this 
show of sordid  soliloquies. 

After about four hours it was time for 
the Commissioners to make a decision. 
The Mayor spoke and aggressively chas-
tised those of us who favored denying 
the funding. He said we were also baby 
killers ( I assumed a reference to right-to-
choose beliefs), and said we were trying 
to rewrite the Bible. I had never seen 
him like this. He got really wound up 
and his face began to contort as his vit-
riol became more and more hot. It was 
if something had taken him over and I 
thought he was going to start spewing 

like Linda Blair any moment. He finished 
up, sat back in his chair and was loudly 
cheered by the majority of the room. 
Then it was my turn to speak. I too felt 
passionately, but on the other side. I 
told those in the crowd who had called 
my friends and family members pedo-
philes just because of their sexual orien-
tation were disgusting. I told them that 
I would leave my son home with any 
of my homosexual friends long before I 
would leave them with any of the hate-
mongers who spoke that evening. I told 
them that they should be ashamed of 
themselves and told them that my God 
taught me to accept all of his children 
and that he alone was to judge. I spoke 
for quite a while and when I was done 
I was exhausted. The proceeding week 
had descended on me at that moment 
and it was all I could do to muster a no 
vote to the funding, finish the meeting 
and get home in bed. The funding was 
denied by a vote of four to one. The 
following day I got a call from one of 
the most, if not the most prestigious at-
torneys in South Florida. He was one of 
my constituents (clearly in the ritzy part 
of the Bermuda Triangle) and he said he 
had to call to tell me how proud he was 
of me. He said my speech the night be-
fore had brought tears to his eyes and 
he was so disgusted by the mean-spirit-
ed folks on the other side ( and no, he’s 
not gay). His call meant a great deal to 
me.

While the hearing on the Boy Scout 
funding was the most troubling, the 
most entertaining and unusual Public 
Hearing was soon to come. I call it the 
blue hair, orange and green, Mohawks 
and shaved heads meeting. It was com-
monly referred to as the “21 and un-
der law” Public Hearing. This hearing 
stemmed from the problems with crime 
that we had on the Fort Lauderdale 
Beach. I’ll tell you a funny story in the 
next chapter about the man at the cen-
ter of the issue, but for now I’ll just tell 
you about the crazy Public Hearing that 
it led to. 

There was far too much violent 
crime that year on the Fort Lauderdale 
Beach. While the city was experiencing 
an unprecedented reduction in their 
crime rate, the beach was heading in the 
other direction. And they weren’t the 
typical Fort      Lauderdale crimes, which 
were mostly property crimes, they were 
violent crimes like rape and assault. As it 
turned out, the problem was traced to 
a nightclub that catered to young folks. 
When the City Commission was made 
aware of the problem, we used our 
usual knee-jerk reaction policy, and im-
mediately      announced an intention to 
further regulate all the clubs in the city. 
The original plan called for the base line 
closing time for all bars and nightclubs 
in the city to be midnight. In order to 
stay open later, you had to register with 
the city and keep your nose clean. 

I had no idea how unpopular that 

idea that would be but I found out soon 
enough. I heard the next day from one 
of the most decent and colorful guys in 
the city, the owner of the World Famous 
Parrott Lounge. He called and said “let 
me get this straight Tim, you are hav-
ing a problem with one club so you’ve 
decided to place new regulations on the 
other 589 bars and clubs in the city?” 
I figured it was a loaded question and 
waited for him to go on. “ Tim, this is in-
sane” he pled. “ Why doesn’t the Com-
mission impanel a board of folks in the 
entertainment industry and study the is-
sue for a few weeks and let us give you 
some advice.” I thought this owner was 
giving me some good advice with this 
suggestion. I floated it with my    col-
leagues, and they bought in and a 
group was formed. 

After a few weeks, they came to us 
with their suggestions. The problem, 
they surmised, was that some clubs 
were catering to kids, under the legal 
drinking age, and that’s what was caus-
ing the bulk of the problems. They fur-
ther explained that many of the youths 
were getting their hands on liquor and 
getting drunk and causing fights and 
other problems and also that some of 
the adults that also were in the club 
were taking advantage of the drunken 
kids. They suggested a new city law that 
banned clubs from allowing anyone 
under the legal drinking age from en-
tering unless accompanied by an adult. 
We thought that sounded prudent and 
scheduled a Public Hearing on the new 
law, which is the standard procedure. 

My first clue that this was going to 
be another difficult public hearing was 
after Cindy arrived home one morning 
from her early morning ten mile jog 
through the city. As usual, I was just get-
ting up. Cindy’s route that morning had 
taken her along the beautiful three- mile 
stretch of Fort Lauderdale beach. When 
she neared the nightclub at the epi-cen-
ter of the current problems, she looked 
over and saw her husbands’ name in 
three- foot type. And the description of 
her husband was, let’s just say, not too 
flattering. She probably sprinted all the 
way home, as she was pretty hot and 
sweaty when she came charging in the 
door. “Get on your Nikes,” she started, 
“and run along the beachfront this 
morning”. Now Cindy always stayed 
on me to keep up my running sched-
ule, but she hadn’t started dictating my 
routes yet! ”Why the beachfront, dear,” 
I inquired. “Trust me” she said, and I 
took off on my typical three mile run, 
that morning along the Fort Lauderdale 
beachfront. When I neared the night-
club, I saw my smiling face staring out 
along the beachfront strip, along with 
the less than flattering prose. In the 
classic   political mindset, I remember 
muttering “at least he spells my name 
right.”

The day of the Public Hearing ar-
rived. For some reason, the hearing 

was scheduled for the early afternoon 
instead of the usual evening time. If the 
reason for the change in time was that 
we hoped for a low turnout with a day-
time meeting, the plan failed. When I 
took my seat on the dais, I looked out 
over a sea of the youth of America. If a 
Truant Officer had walked in the Com-
mission chambers, bedlam would have 
broken out.  They were there, with the 
obligatory colored hair and accompany-
ing face jewelry. They were mad as hell, 
and passionately tried to convince us 
that even though they were not legally 
able to drink alcohol, that shouldn’t bar 
them from going to adult clubs. They 
explained that adults were required to 
wear a wristband that showed they 
were of age to drink. They tried to have 
us believe that the wristband policy 
kept the juveniles from getting access 
to the club’s liquor, but only one of the 
Commissioner’s bought that argument, 
Commissioner Cindy Hutchinson. At 
the end of the hearing, our new law 
had been agreed upon and the under- 
21 electorate vowed revenge at the 
polls. I had hoped that would stir them 
into action, as in my soul I’ll always love 
active     citizens, whether they’re for 
me or against me. But in the end, as I 
expected, nothing ever became of their 
anger and they’re probably now all 
adults, visiting clubs, and thankful that 
the under 21’s are excluded.

So, I hope that the description of a 
public servant’s life hasn’t scared you off 
and you’re still with me and thinking 
that though you now have a better un-
derstanding of the “mean business” you 
are considering, it still seems like a short 
term or two in public office is not only a 
good idea, but your civic duty. I would 
agree with that assumption. But read 
on for more stories of     intrigue and 
insanity and tell the spouse to hold off 
just a bit on that call to the sign maker 
with your “Joe Blow for Town   Council” 
signs while you finish up Smith’s tales of 
intrigue.       

      
Note: Tim’s book is for sale at $17 

- to order yours, call 954-564-1308.

Continued from page 21



Get a free subscription - subscribe@citynewsfl.com www.citynewsfl.com Page 23  - June, 2007 -  Fort Lauderdale City News

                 By Kevin Lane

Music, Motorcycles & 
Mary (Porter) Is Theme Of 
Symphony of the Americas 
Society Membership Bash

Philanthropist Mary Porter is known 
as a caring 
and gentle 
woman, but 
few know 
that in her 
earlier years, 
she loved 
and owned 
motorcycles!  
Her father, a 
p rominen t 

Doctor in Pottstown, Pennsylvania was 
totally against her having one. Unbe-
knownst to him, however, she bought 
one… took it home… charmed him into 
going for a ride; after which he relented 

and gave her the ok to have it… At 96 
years young, Mary doesn’t ride motor-
cycles anymore, but the Symphony of 
the Americas Society will pay tribute to 
Mary in true ‘biker chic style.’ 

On Wednesday, June 13th, Mary 
will be feted at ‘Music, Motorcycles & 
Mary,’ a fun evening at  Ruggero’s Bis-
tro at 2671 East Oakland Park Boulevard 
from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. to benefit the 
Symphony of the Americas Society.  

The restaurant is co-owned by 
Bruce Rossmeyer, the largest Harley Da-
vidson dealer in the country.  Executive 
Chef and General Manager Paul Riso is 
preparing savory butlered and tabled 
hors d’oeuvres, wine and spirits. 

 Enjoy live entertainment by Dr. 
Robert Campos and CD music with a 
decided motorcycle theme.  

Tickets are $45.00 per person and 
is open to members and non-mem-
bers.  “We hope to get people who are 
new to our Symphony Orchestra and 
welcome men and women,” Chair-
woman Liz Hopwood said.  Dress is 
Business Attire or ‘Biker Chic’.

Mary has provided financial sup-
port for the Symphony of the Ameri-
cas, ‘Broward’s Symphony Orchestra,’ 
and the Symphony Society and is a 

major underwriter of the popular Sum-
merfest.  For information or reserva-
tions, call Society President Ann Clark at 
(954) 713-8394.

Summer Camp At Joe Picasso 
Has Artistic Focus…

From June 11th thru August 10th, 
Joe Picasso’s, at 888 East Las Olas, will 
offer young people ages 7 – 14 a chance 
to create numerous Wonderful Works 
of Art at their popular Summer Camp.  
Each week/session has a theme… Pa-
perworks explores Paper Mache, de-
coupage and scrapbooks, ClayWorks 
teaches the ancient art of creating with 
clay, Mosaic Madness teaches campers 
the art of creating mosaics and Junk to 
Gems will show how to use reclaimed 
items to create one of a kind pieces of 
art.  

Camp runs 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
with aftercare available until 6:00 p.m.  
Cost is $325 per session. Call (954) 462-
2551 for details or visit www.joepicasso.
com. 

Broward Cultural Division 
Launches

Artist as an Entrepreneur 
Institute at ArtServe

Broward County Commission’s Cul-
tural Division announces The Artist as 
an Entrepreneur Institute (AEI) for South 
Florida visual, performing and literary 
artists to be presented in June 2007 at 
Artserve, Inc. 1350 East Sunrise Blvd. in 
Fort Lauderdale. 

The AEI is an artist-focused course 
of study designed to assist all artists (vi-
sual, performing, literary) by cultivating 
and advancing their business skills. Pre-
sented on four consecutive Saturdays, 
AEI will be offered as 18 classes conven-
ing over three full-day sessions (9:00 am 
– 6:00 pm) on June 2nd, 9th, and 16th, 
and a Business Plan Clinic on June 23rd 
(9:00 am – 1:00 pm). Registrants will re-
ceive an AEI course book, an indispens-
able resource for artists. Developed by 
CPAC, the course book features exer-
cises and readings to prepare for each 
session, and is tailored to the specific 
needs of artist entrepreneurs.

Participation costs $100 and in-
cludes light refreshments and free park-
ing. For more information about the 
history of the course and its success in 
Northeast Ohio, please contact, Megan 
L. Van Voorhis, senior director, Commu-
nity Partnerships for Arts and Culture, 
in Cleveland, OH, at 216-575-0331; E-
Mail: mlv@cpacbiz.org.

Register online at www.broward.
org/arts and click on ‘Workshops,’ or 

call or Broward Cultural Division Grants 
Administrator James Shermer at 954-
357-7502: E-mail: jshermer@broward.
org for other information and scholar-
ship support.

Fun At Our Parks This 
Summer… And Beyond!

‘Karaoke-in-the-Park’ 
At Secret Woods…

We have some of the best parks in 
the nation and there’s always some-
thing fun going on… 

A case in point is the ‘Sing… Sing 
A Song’ at the Secret Woods Nature 
Center, 2701 W. State Road 84 in Dania 
Beach.  It’s free ‘Karaoke-in-the-Park’ for 
all ages on the fourth Saturday of every 
month through December from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m.  Park patrons have the oppor-
tunity to sing a favorite karaoke tune in 
the Julia Assembly Hall… or just listen to 
those who want to sing.  Call (954) 791-
1030, ext. 3 for more information.

Five Two-Week Sessions of 
Adventure Camp For Ages 6 

to 13th…

Starting on June 4th and ending 
on August 10th, children ages 6 to 13 
can enjoy AdventureCamp at Markham 
Park, 16001 W. State Rd. 84, Sunrise.  
The two-week programs includes such 
activities as on-site swimming, special 
events, soccer, biking, boating, environ-
mental studies, nature hikes, arts and 
crafts, racquetball, tennis, movies, enter-
tainers, and games. Field trips may in-
clude bowling, skating, ice skating, mu-
seums, water parks, Boomers, and Laser 
Quest. The program also offers optional 
lunches for an additional fee, or par-
ticipants may bring their own; an after-
noon snack and beverage are served at 
no additional cost. Fees per camper start 
at $200 per session; held on Mondays 
through Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.; with early drop-off (7:30 a.m.) and 
late pickup (6:00 p.m.) for an additional 
fee.  Call (954) 389-2000.

About the Author:

Kevin Lane is a popular photogra-
pher and journalist covering society, 
fashion, entertainment, dining and 
South Florida Lifestyle.  

He’s a Publicist with ‘blue-chip’ 
clients in the non-profit and for-profit 
sector and is a motivational speaker as 
well as a lecturer on historic and famous 
figures including Napoleon Bonaparte, 
Ancient Egyptian dynasties, Estee Laud-
er and famed tap dancer, Bill ‘Bojangles’ 
Robinson.  He can be reached at klane@
gate.net. 

Kevin invites your comments and 
can be reached at (954) 467-2624.

Kevin’s Korner

(In the sidecar) Liz Hopwood with Tommy Ruzzano (driving), Ann H. Clark 
(sitting behind Tommy) and Chef Paul Riso in front of Rugger’s Bistro.
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            By Steve Kelley

Volunteer work is now 
valued at $18.77 per hour

A large standing-room only crowd 
of over 400 city residents were on hand 
at Shooters to honor many of our city’s 
finest volunteers on April 26.

Attendees enjoyed plenty of food 
and drink and D.J.s Mark Stern and 
Chris played lots of crowd favorites. 

Amid a joyous atmosphere as old 
friends connected and lots of neighbor-
hood networking went on, Emcee Tim 
Smith opened the evenings ceremonies 
with these comments. 

“Welcome to our Annual city-wide 
Volunteer Recognition Awards – an cel-
ebration of you – the people that make 
things happen – the one’s that have 
never uttered ‘I’d come to help, but the 
dog ate the car keys,’ or ‘I’d help, but 
the doctor ordered me to not lift any-
thing over 2 pounds, or that common 
retort, the phone  #   you reached is not 
taking calls from you !’”

“Nominations came in from a pub-
lic call in the Fort Lauderdale City News, 
from current and former Public Officials 
and neighborhood folks that just want-
ed to see their hard working volunteers 
recognized . . .”

So the evening began. Here are  
some of the award winners.

Keeps on Giving Award
to JON WILES, owner of Shooters 

for once again opening his restaurant to 
the community for the Volunteer Rec-
ognition Awards.

Commissioner Cindi Hutchinson 
Presented awards to three 
HONORED VOLUNTEERS 
Joan Sheridan, Sara Horn and 
Sheryl Dickey

former City Commissioner Gloria 
Katz presented the 

Fix that Code Award – This well 
deserved award is presented to Gus 
Carbonell. Gus is known as one of the 
most talented architects in the City, and 
somehow finds time to serve in volun-
teer capacities like former neighborhood 
president, adviso-
ry board member, 
and the reason 
for this award; 
Gus spent many, 
many days meet-
ing with a citizens 
group and later 
the Council of Civ-
ic Association ad-
hoc committee on changes needed to 
the City’s development code - thanks 
Gus!

Scenes from our Volunteer Recognition Event
former City Commissioner Dean 

Trantalis presented the 
TENACITy WITH MANNERS 

Award - to MIRANDA LOPEZ for her 
years of volunteering which include 
Neighborhood President, Code Com-
mittee and a watchdog on beach devel-
opment. She was specifically honored 
for showing that even the Greasy Wheel 
can squeak with CLASS!

Patty Walker, Program Director for 
the Guardian ad Litem program pre-
sented the

JUST FOR THE KIDS Award  to 
Sherry Savage, who has been volunteer-
ing as an advocate for abused and ne-
glected kids for nearly two decades. 

Commissioner Carlton Moore pre-
sented Awards to the HONORED 
VOLUNTEERS in District 3 -

Jennie Brooks, George Burrows and 
Shirley Small.

Former Mayor Rob Dressler, to the 
tune of “Who Let the Dogs out?” con-
ducted a humorous Fort Lauderdale 
History Quiz, with lavish visual aids and 
presented the

  HISTORy COUNTS Award - This 
most notable Award was presented   to 
the irrepressible Diane Smart for her 
constant efforts to save  Historic struc-
tures from the wrecking ball. Diane tries 
to identify and find a way to save the 
structures that made Fort Lauderdale,        
Fort Lauderdale. From the Annie Beck 
home to the Lauderdale Beach Hotel, 
Diane doesn’t take no for an answer, 
and we appreciate it!

 Publisher Steve Kelley  presented his 
Publisher’s Award to writer Dr. Grayson 
Walker (the one on the left). 

In a spirit of mirth, Walker received 
the PUNy PULITZER Award for his 
hard driving articles in the Fort Lauder-
dale City News.

His works, entitled the “Tales of the 
Galt Gulag” detail the underbelly of con-
do corruption in the Galt Ocean Mile. 
Walker is becoming a champion of the 
Galt and richly deserving of this award.

former Commissioner John Aurelius 
presented the 

History Counts Award – This 
award was given to Jim Van Drunen, 
who is leading the team that is convert-
ing old Fire Station #8 (circa 1928) into 
a spectacular Fire Museum.

The Museum will soon be open to 
the public and has been painstakingly 
rehabbed including cleaning and re-
installing all the OLD doorknobs! They 
also have two antique fire engines in 
beautiful condition.

Commissioner Cindy Hutchinson 
presented the

GRANNy GOSHDARN GOOD 
Award - This award went to a very spe-
cial volunteer, Betty Shelley, in our com-
munity that has volunteered for over a 
decade as Council of Civic Association 
member, President of Imperial Point and 
countless other endeavors. 

Most amazingly, this Granny is liked 
by virtually everyone! 

She has worked during the term of 
at least three different City Managers, 
three different City Commissioners and 
one Mayor!

I n g e r 
Garcia-Arm-
strong truly 
earned her 
award for a 
huge, and 
continuing, 
volunteering 
effort in the 
Galt Ocean 
Mile condo 
community 
for her pro-
bono work 
and serving 
as a legal ad-

vice hotline for condo issues. 
Inger will be running for District 1 

Tim Smith presented the HONORED VOLUNTEERS AWARDS to 
Ann Sparks, President JoAnn Smith, Andre Kent on behalf of all South Middle 

River residents. Doug Blevins, far left, is the former president and did an outstand-
ing job. South Middle River is probably the hardest working neighborhood asso-
ciation in the city. They have overcome tremendous obstacles in cleaning up the 
neighborhood and deserve our admiration. The neighborhood is looking better 
and better these days.
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The Great Marge Anderson as Mother Earth 
presented the 

THINK GLOBAL, ACT LOCAL award to 
Vicki Eckels, who has a plethora of volunteering 
activities that include Harbordale Board member, 
original member of the Citizens for a Better Code 
and her never ending work with Recycling and 
other green projects.

Police Captain Raul Diaz presented to a Hawaii Five O 
Theme, presented the FIVE-O Award - This highly cov-
eted award went to the ACE Public Safety Volunteers Ron 
Laffey and Ted Fling. Ron and Ted have logged so many 
miles on the Citizen On Patrol Vehicle that the City Man-
ager has sent them a bill for new tires! 

Fire Battalion Chief Bob Bacic presented the  Captain 
CERT Award. This highly important award was present-
ed to Warren Sturman (left). In his spare time from fixing 
peoples’ hearts as a Cardiologist, Warren is the Chief of the 
CERT program and has spent much of his time helping the 
City reinitiate this wonderful program. Oh yes, he is also 
the President of his neighborhood association!            

Got Water ? Award….. This recognition went to 
the recent past  President of Victoria Park for his tireless 
work for CERT  Emergency Response Teams). Although 
Thornie  has also volunteered on the Fire Bond Board and 
the Utilities Board, today he is recognized  as that guy in 
the yellow shirt who sweltered in Holiday Park and gave 
gallon after gallon of water to needy citizens after Hur-
ricane Wilma.

Norman Fisher and his wife Kelly were sponsors of 
this event and their contribution helped make it especially 
nice. Norman owns the Mortgage Shoppe; this publisher 
personally uses Norman for his mortgages, re-financings 
and other financial matters. He’s great!

Dan O’Flaherty of Keller-Williams Realty is probably the 
best realtor in Fort Lauderdale. Dan, on the left, was also a 
generous sponsor of this event. Here he poses with former 
City Commissioner John Aurelius, his good friend. Dan has 
a long history of supporting the community - please see 
Dan when you’re thinking about selling, or buying that 
next house. He’s a real pro and a good friend!

2006 Mayoral Candidate Dan Lewis and his 
lovely wife Cheryl had a great time. Dan is a local 
politico and really knows politics! You can be sure 
Dan will be in the thick of it during the election 
season in 2009.

A past “Best in the City” award winner herself,   Genia 
Ellis presented her SWISS WATCH Awards to DENNIS 
ULMER, LARHONDA WARE, AND DAVID ROSE. Genia 
noted,   “These three people can be counted on, and 
have been counted on, for what seems like forever.”    
Whether it is a manning a table at a festival, working at 
a CVC event, or serving on a committee, these folks are 
like the proverbial Swiss  Watch, you can always count on 
them to be right! 

From the left, Harbor Inlet’s Genia Ellis and 
buddies Pam Brown and Commissioner Cindy 
Hutchinson ham it for the camera and enjoy the 
ceremonies. 

These three  are great people and do a ton of 
work for us. Look for Pam’s new column to start 
soon in the Fort Lauderdale City News.
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Live in the Heart of Fort Lauderdale...  a Quick Stroll Away from 
the Wilton Manors’ Nightlife & Entertainment... in a Gated  
Community with 5-Star Resort Amenities & Entertainment... 
Wilton Station is Miles from the Ordinary!

Immediate Availability
 

Sales & Rental

NEWS

• Gated 10-Acre Community with  
  Staffed Entrance

• 8,000 Square Foot W Club Fitness  
  & Entertainment Complex

• Sensational Outdoor Water Oasis

• Luxurious Outdoor Poolside Bar

• Poolside Cabanas Available

• Lush Tropical Landscaping

• State-Of-The-Art Screening Theater 

• Spacious Catering Kitchen, Bar  Area  
  & Large Terraces for Parties

• 300 Feet of River Frontage

• Pet Friendly Grounds

• Underground Protected Garages

• Lofty Ceiling Heights

• Spacious Open Floor Plan Design

• Entertainment Terraces/Balconies

• Bright Units with Impact-   
  Resistant Glass

• Oversized Gourmet Kitchens

• Ample Storage Available

ORAL REPRESENTATION CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION718.503 FLORIDA STATUTES TO BE FURNISHED BY THE DEVELOPER 
TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. NOT AN OFFER WHERE PROHIBITED BY STATE STATUTES. PRICES, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. IMAGES SHOWN ARE ARTISTS RENDERINGS AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. ALL FIXTURES AND ITEMS OF FINISH AND DECORATION ARE 
FOR DISPLAY ONLY AND ARE NOT TO BE INCLUDED WITH THE UNIT. CONSULT THE DOCUMENTS FOR A DESCRIPTION OF THOSE FEATURES WHICH ARE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE UNITS.

Visit Our Sales Center - Open 7 Days!
1409 NE 26 Street, Wilton Manors, Florida 33305
1-888-4-WILTON • WiltonStation.com

Starting from the mid $300’s. Leasing also available.

THE FORT LAUDERDALE CITY NEWS
THANKS THE GENEROUS SPONSORS OF OUR

2007 VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION EVENT

DAN O’FLAHERTY, KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY
(954) 565-7989 

&
NORMAN FISHER, THE MORTGAGE SHOPPE

(954) 954-763-5980 
&

SHOOTERS RESTAURANT
ON THE INTRACOASTAL
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CC # B-176 

AFFORDABLE CAR DETAILING 
We Come to You!   Car Washes from $10! 

 
Wash, Wax, Renew Finish,  
Engine Detailing, Upholstery, 
Carpets, Remove Odors & the 

latest in Car Treatments! 

 

Call for a free quote to make your 
car look like new! 

 

Call Nestor at  
754-204-3642 

(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com 

Smiley Kidz Dental 

Dr. Oana Romasan 
            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 

1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305 

Your Ad Here!
Reach all the 

residents of Fort 
Lauderdale! 

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

LAWN SPRINKLER SERVICE
Repairs, Installation, Maintenance

Call me for a free evaluation and I’ll show you 
how to save 100s dollars yearly with a water 

efficient lawn sprinkler system.

Ron Shilton Irrigation Specialist

954-828-1310

Transform Your Yard  
into a Landmark

Design, irrigation & ConstruCtion
resiDential • CommerCial

Tony Rugg, President
Licensed Landscape Architect #LA6666863           954-494-9977

Landmark
Landscaping

FACIAL REJUVENATION

Microcurrent and Acupuncture Facials
No Injections - No Fillers
Look and Feel Refreshed

 Meghan Cowens, Lic. AP                     811 E. Las Olas Blvd.

 www.planetmassage.com                        954-551-9237

We Fix Fences, Decks, 
Arbors, Lattices and 

any Outdoor Structure!

Call Tony for a free estimate, more 
information, pictures & happy 
customers at (954) 792-8135

Still have Hurricane Damage 
and Overdue Repairs? 

We also Restore & Beautify Trees!

Call us for Fast, Affordable Service
Serving Fort Lauderdale since 1979

“A Time To Dance” 
Pre-ballet, ballet, tap, Jazz/lyrical, 
hip hop - all ages 

Grace E. Kaye 
Director/Choreographer 

Boca Raton, Florida 

561-901-0169 

atimetodanceus@aol.com 
www.atimetodance.us 

TUTORING  954-646-8246
7 Ways of Learning - TeachersToTeachers.com

SAT prep / homework help / FCAT prep
Free CD to promote reading and larger vocabulary

Free copy of the “Get Ahead” 
workbook  

Learn how to put something 
educational on that iPod

Free tips by email  
mistermath@comcast.net

SAT Word of 

the month:

Vicarious

!Plumbing 
!Carpentry 
!Painting 
!Tiles 
!Business Repairs 
!Outdoor Lighting 
!Popcorn Ceilings 

& Knockdown 
!Interior Trim 

Robert 
954-770-3930 

Trees with Leaves, Inc.
Your Personal Professional Tree Service

 Tree Pruning
 Palm Trimming
 Tree Removal
 Stump Grinding
 Tree Planting
 Palm Planting

Owner George Helton, Jr. • Licensed & Insured • License #CCB-206

Offi ce 954-783-0395 • Cell 954-444-7710
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Letters
Turning our Canals to 
“Ditches” a terrible idea

I am appalled at the thought of turn-
ing our waterways into a ditch (sewer).  
How could they even consider doing 
this? 
Our waterways are full of nature from 
the raccoons, iguanas, fish  the water-
fowl and birds and even the rats, it is 
an ecosystem. Obviously, we haven’t 
learned anything about the damage we 
have caused regarding the greenhouse 
effect. 

So why don’t we just make our water-
ways poison? I’m sure these poisons 
will kill our pets as they take a leisurely 
drink from the canal. Not only our pets 
are in danger. The toxins will probably 
seep into our own water systems and 
soon we will be watering our lawns 
with these toxins as well as taking a 
nice cold glass of water that is poisoned 
by the stupidity of the powers that be. 
We have a beautiful city; why would we 
let anyone in to destroy it? Our canals 
are not ditches they are nature. When 
are we going to wise up and stop letting 
the “Powers That Be” destroy every-
thing that is good? We love our pets and 
our wildlife so we must take a stand!

Joy Young, Lazy Lakes

Naugle’s contempt for global 
warming

 
I wish I didn’t feel a need to write this 
letter.
 
For years I have displayed a “Vote for 
Jim Naugle” sign on my lawn. I ad-
mired the man, served on Boards with 
him, regarded him as a friend. But in 
March and April we exchanged several 
e-mails initiated by my asking him why 
he failed to sign on with most of the 
mayors in Broward to the greenhouse 
gas agreement which, in part, planned to 
adapt city vehicles to more environmen-
tally friendly fuel use.
 
Jim was responsive to my emails, but 
not to my message. He wrote several 
times saying he disagreed with my 
ideas, and finally stopped me in my 
tracks by declaring he believes the 
whole Global Warming claim proffered 
by internationally respected scientific 

More Canal Pollution

My name is Laura Mazurkevitch and 
I live in Riverside Park on a canal that 
feeds of the North Fork of the New 
River.

The City has hired contractors to put in 
sewers, as I am sure you are aware and 
there is a lot going on.  These workers 
have decided to empty the muck from 
the streets as they dig them up into the 
storm drainers.  Prior to doing that it 
is “Suggested” that they use turbidity 
curtains to trap the muck and sediment 
from the construction so as to not pol-
lute the canals and that there are filters 
into the storm drains.

These guys had not followed that sug-
gestion and in front of our home, is a 
storm drain.  They had one of those 
large Sedimentation Bins that was sup-
posed to have a filter...guess what?  It 
didn’t. As they dug up the street and 
pumped the muck into the storm drain 
it went directly into our canal.  Never 
mind the manatees,  I heard they’re not 
endangered anymore!  This is pathetic.  
The City of Fort Lauderdale should be 
ashamed of this.   How about that sail-
boat of ours that draws six feet?  Will it 
ever move again?

The city charges large taxes and drought 
water surcharges...and it can’t even hire 
responsible contractors to effectively 
and safely do road work.  In addition 
to all of the pollution they have major 
roads closed and traffic routed thru 
previously closed off, dead ends streets 
where there appears to be guys on 
bicycles waiting for people to come thru 
to maybe buy some drugs, or something 
like that.

I digress.  I have called the Coast 
Guard, The Environmental Protection 
Agency, The City of Fort Lauderdale 
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion and so on and so on.

I have been in contact with several 

groups is a “hoax”.  He seems uninter-
ested in having his mind changed.
 
It’s so sad.
 
Elizabeth L. Clark
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

City Manager Gretsas doesn’t 
want input from citizens and 
taxpayers

I received my Fort Lauderdale City 
News today, could not believe what I 
was reading on the subject above. 
(page 24)
 
Has this man totally lost his mind (if he 
ever had one)?
 
I see it this way ~ the city “screwed up” 
with the Water Works 2011 of mishan-
dling the funds for the project!
 
Now this man (Gretsas) wants to “con-
solidate” some of the Advisory boards 
that the city has. Oh Please, give me a  
break! He wants a study done on time 
& money spent on the boards & maybe 
consolidate some of them to regain the 
money that the city “screwed up” & 
mishandled. Please remember that the 
people on the city’s 28 advisory boards 
are volunteers; just how much money 
can Gretsas save? Maybe he just wants 
to get rid of the pesky citizens.
 
Let’s speak about the Nuisance Abate-
ment Board. The board came to life in 
1998 ~ thanks to former Commissioner 
Tim Smith. He felt that this board was a 
“Plus” to our city.
 
I was the first to be elected to this board 
(by Commissioner Moore) and I gave 
my all to this board ~ and served 6 
years on this board which I am very 
proud of!
 
I look back in time ~ was not easy at 
the beginning believe me!
I lost hours from work (my choice for 
I did not want to be late for something 
that I committed myself to do)
Some of our first cases would last well 
into the midnight hours, but that was 
okay to me if we could make some dif-
ference to our way of life.
 
As time went on, I always felt that 
one should be elected to the board & 
hoping that he/she would be the chair. 

people who assured me that their job is 
to hold these contractors responsible for 
the negative behavior, thus resulting in 
consequences.   I suggested that they be 
fined and the fine money used to dredge 
and clean up their mess.  I mean, when 
I make bad choices that are irrespon-
sible, I am held accountable and have 
to be responsible and many times, that 
results in negative consequences.  Why 
shouldn’t they be held responsible?  

So, a very nice lady from the City 
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion came out, and issued violations.  I 
asked for copies of these notices and a 
letter stating that they had been in fact 
violated, and was told I would receive 
copies of these and notices of hearing 
dates.  NOTHING YET.  Weeks have 
gone by.  I have called and called.  It 
feels like  Watergate or the Kennedy 
Assassination all over again.  Someone 
has lost my paperwork I guess.

It appears no one knows anymore when 
I call who I talked to or where they are 
and now, no one is calling back.  

I woke up this morning, after a long 
awaited rain which we needed, and 
couldn’t believe my eyes.  My poor 
canal, which used to be nice to look at, 
and has most recently been turned dark 
brown from the pollution, was grey, 
concrete grey.  All the muck from the 
road work had run into the storm drains 
and those turbidity curtains that they 
finally hung, did nothing.  The entire 
canal was grey.  How pathetic, a City 
of Fort Lauderdale’s magnitude, the 
boating capitol of the world, a town 
rich with visitors from all over this 
planet, and we can’t even clean up the 
mess of people we hire to “improve” 
the city by adding sewers.  The project 
is out of control.  I hope some of this 
may be expressed to the general public 
and perhaps a petition, knocking on the 
Mayor’s door, the City Commissioner’s 
doors, the people who are running for 
office, maybe they will wake up.  I’m 
not voting for any of them. They don’t 
do what they promise. Liars, that’s what 
they are.  Politicians, liars.   Sounds the 
same to me.

So I guess their idea of calling them 
ditches will work if they continue at this 
pace.  My canal looks like a ditch now.  
I hope they’re happy.

I’m not.

Thanks.

Laura Mazurkevitch
Fort Lauderdale, FL
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Letters

Reader likes the FLCN

The May issue of the Fort Lauderdale 
City News is MAGNIFICENT.  

It is so well balanced and so many 
wonderful situations presented from 
the uplifting article by Ernest Kelly to 
every other page that is presented with 
interesting news.  

You cover a broad spectrum with 
aplomb.

Thank you and with love,

Joni Rosenthal, Fort Lauderdale

I also thought that the board needed an 
attorney to represent us ~ to give us an 
okay, yes we can do this, or no “I would 
suggest to do this.”

In time the board the got a city attorney 
to sit with the board, and always an at-
torney to be chair. (of course the board 
voted for the chair ~ but always made 
sense to me to have one so he/she could 
speak the attorney lingo with another 
attorney representing the property that 
was before us)
 
In my years sitting on the NAB, I know 
we made a difference to our city!
The city cannot tell me different and I 
am sure the NAB is still going strong & 
doing wonders!
 
I know that the citizens of Ft. Lauder-
dale who volunteer for our Advisory 
Boards give their all. We care about 
what is going on within our city! 
I wonder if the city knows this? It really 
does not appear so to me.
 
Just remember, Gretsas, the Advisory 
Boards in Ft. Lauderdale were here 
long before you came to our city.
The city of Ft. Lauderdale can “consoli-
date you and say bye-bye!
 
Would be nice to see the city just one 
time say “yes, we screwed up” but we 
all living in Ft. Lauderdale know that 
will never happen. Some of you must 
remember ~ your “elected by us voters” 
and you all can get “voted out.”
 
Rita Jackson
Ft. Lauderdale

Condo secrecy and 
corruption

Perhaps in some imaginary Shangri-La 
or in Plato’s Republican heaven, large 
amounts of money can vanish in semi-
secrecy into plausible or not-so-plau-
sible projects without raising suspicion.  
The secrecy, amount of money and 
blatant violations of Florida’s “sun-
shine” laws are impolitely considered 
invitations to crime.  Transparency 
with finances and prudent discretion in 
spending can reduce wrongdoing and 
unwarranted suspicion.

Condo documents and the integrity of 
properties are also violated.  Residents 
complain quietly and usually surrender 
to commando bullying.   It is also ac-
knowledged that there is much altruism 
that deserves to be celebrated.

There are means for recognizing the 
good guys from the bad ones.  Thanks 
to “City News” for ripping off some 
scabs on our problems in bold print as 
well as granting acclaim for good work.

Dr. Herman Fabre, Fort Lauderdale

Help keep our city beautiful

The City of Fort Lauderdale is certainly 
nice beautiful in many ways.  The sites 
in many communities are majestic and 
make you feel proud to live here.  In 
some areas, however, litter, graffiti and 
neglected homes have become eyesores 
prohibiting many streets neighborhoods 
from taking a step forward.  

As the City of Fort Lauderdale’s own 
website states, “property values fall, 
vandalism and crime occur more 
frequently and neighborhoods become 
dirty and unattractive.”  Sometimes 
we feel powerless by the unconcerned 
neighbor having no regard for the com-
munity.  But there are steps each of us 
can take to ensure that a select few do 
not hold us back any more.

First, we have to remember that cars 
parked on front lawns, unpaved drive-
ways, unmowed lawns, collapsing 
fences, trash, furniture and construc-
tion debris lying around for weeks in a 
front yard are all code violations in the 
city.  Those violations can be reported 
to the city by calling the Community 
Inspections Bureau, Code Compliance 

Division at (954) 828-5207 or sending 
an e-mail to code@fortlauderdale.gov.  
If you would prefer to be anonymous, 
you file a complaint with your civic or 
homeowner’s association, or with an 
elected city official.  An association can 
submit complaints under their name, 
and elected leaders will sometimes sub-
mit your complaint through their office 
without your name appearing for the 
offending party to view.

When it comes to graffiti, the Fort Lau-
derdale Police Department has a graffiti 
hotline.  The number is (954) 828-6402.  
I recently called this hotline, and not 
only was the officer friendly, the graffiti 
on the corner of 14th and Riverland was 
removed within a few days.

Fort Lauderdale is a city that has come 
far over the past several years, but our 
potential is unlimited if we work to-
gether to clean up every neighborhood.  
Lets each do our part to keep our own 
properties tidy and up to code, and to 
report those who hold us back.

Adam Sanders
Fort Lauderdale 
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Announcements

Announcements for this Calendar 
section can be emailed to:

calendar@citynewsfl.com

           or call (954) 564-1308.

FORT LAUDERDALE JEWELER 
DISCOVERS VINTAGE LOCAL 

HIGH SCHOOL MEMORABILIA 
AND IS GIVING IT AWAy TO 

STUDENTS, GRADS, AND 
ALUMNI FOR FREE

When Lords Jewelers purchased 
a laser-welding machine they had to 
make room for it and started pulling out 
old dust-covered boxes.

They had no idea what was inside of 
them. Some had old clocks, radios and 
key chains, but one marked “School” led 
them to a startling discovery, hundreds 
of 60’s era, enameled high school pen-
dants. New and most in original boxes 
they are from:

FORT LAUDERDALE HIGH
POMPANO BEACH HIGH
NORTHEAST HIGH
STRANAHAN HIGH
DILLARD HIGH
PINE CREST HIGH
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
And some simply marked CATHO-

LIC HIGH SCHOOL.

Rather than trying to donate them, 
Lords Jewelers simply decided to give 
them away, one per customer to any-
body who is a student, graduate, or 
alumni, while supplies last on a first 
come basis.

Stop by and pick yours up at Lords 
Jewelers 1918 E Sunrise Blvd. in the 
Gateway Shopping Center. (954)-764-
6750.

NEW MIDDLE GALLERy 
OPENS ON LAS OLAS

Middle Gallery is a new mid-century 
furniture shop focusing on American 
and European designer furniture and 
accessories from the 1930s through the 
1970s. This 1,800 square foot show-
room is open at located at 2434 E. Las 
Olas Blvd.  

 Claudia Goetz has been collect-
ing an authentic and eclectic mix of 
20th century furniture and accessories 
for years.  While specializing in unique, 
decorative and custom mid-century de-
sign, Claudia travels the country and 
Europe to find the best pieces of this 
era.  She also focuses on selling original 
signed pieces fully restored and ready 
for placement in your home.

 Currently, Middle Gallery is car-
rying designs from makers like James 
Mont, Vladimir Kagan, Tommi Parzing-
er, Edward Wormley, Paul Evans, Tobia 
Scarpa, Venini, LaVerne, T. H. Robsjohns 
Gibbings and many more.  Stop in and 
explore the best and most unusual 20th 
century design in South Florida.

 
Call them at the shop 954-523-

4075.

Family Day Discount at 
Bonnet House

Bonnet House Museum & Gardens 
offers a true cultural experience for the 
entire family at a discounted rate on Sat-

urdays from 10am to 4pm, May through 
August 2007.  Families may tour our 
historic house museum filled with a de-
lightful collection of art and personal 
treasures from the Bartlett family includ-
ing carousel animals from around the 
world. Children with help from mom or 
dad can also explore our nature trails in 
search of the many delightful creatures 
such as fox, frogs, monkeys, swans, but-
terflies and cranes as well as be inspired 
by the artist treasures throughout the 
house and courtyard.

Family day discounted prices are 
$10 for adults and free for children 13 
and under.

Dates for Family Day Discount:
Saturday, July 7
Saturday, August 4

Come explore the lost treasures of 
Old South Florida.

Bonnet House Museum & Gardens
900 North Birch Road in Fort Lau-

derdale - Tuesday to Saturday from 
10:00am to 4:00pm.

Sundays from 12:00pm to 4:00pm
Last tour begins at 2:30pm.

For more information, visit our web-
site, www.bonnethouse.org,

Bonnet House is also available for 
corporate events, weddings, and pri-
vate parties.

Bonnet House Museum & Gardens
900 North Birch Road
Fort Lauderdale, FL  33304
954-563-5393 x 127

Expanding Literacy 
Connections Through the 

Arts: A Closer Look

The Broward County Cultural Divi-
sion, Broward Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, Dillard Center for the Arts and 
the School Board of Broward County, 
present the fourth annual conference 
on arts integration—Expanding Literacy 
Connections Through the Arts: A Closer 
Look on August 15, 2007. 

Due to its overwhelming popular-
ity, this year’s conference will be held 
at two venues - Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts, 201 SW 5th Avenue, 
and Dillard Center for the Arts, 2501 
NW 11th St., in Fort Lauderdale, from 
7:30 am to 4:15 pm.

Expanding Literacy Connections 
Through the Arts: A Closer Look is a 
hands-on, full-day of workshops that 
focuses on literacy instruction through 
the visual and performing arts, directed 
to teachers and teaching artists. 

Workshop leaders are both celebrat-
ed local artists, distinguished Kennedy 
Center artists, and Loyd Artists (www. 
loydartists. com), who will offer partici-
patory workshops on how to use the 
arts to teach and learn literacy and sub-
jects. 

For further information call Teresa 
Ford, Cultural Division at 954-357-8007; 
e-mail teford@broward.org.

Pro Pilates relocates
to 

1845 Cordova Road, suite #212
Fort Lauderdale
 
First established in 2000, Pro-

Pilates now operates 3 Studios, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fisher Island and Doral 
Resort and Spa exposing clients to the 
highest quality of Pilates.

ProPilates has been in business for 
over 7 years exciding the expectations 
of clients and providing the communi-
ties with outstanding service and ex-
ceptional instructors.

ProPilates offers Classical Pilates, 
Gyrotonic®, Power Plate instruction, 
and Instructor training program for 
Romana’s Pilates as taught by Roma-
na Krizanowska, Joseph Pilates’s pro-
tégée for over 50 years. 

Proud to hold the highest stan-
dards in the industry, ProPilates pro-
vides personalized attention and care 
to improve the quality of life of each 
and every individual. 

Experience the ProPilates lifestyle 
with the introductory offer;

4 Private Pilates 1 hour lessons for 
only $280.00

First time clients only.  Offer good 
through July 31st

For more information please call 
954 767-8005.

CyNTHIA MUNI DESIGN 
OPENS NEW STUDIO IN THE 

VENEZIA LAS OLAS

Cynthia Muni is a multi-talented de-
signer and skilled artist, commissioned 
internationally by architects, developers, 
builders, interior designers and individu-
als. The Puerta del Mar, Costa Rica ocean 
front development project, is one of her 
recent contracts.

Cynthia Muni, along with her cre-
ative design staff developed a service - 
oriented design firm. Making their new 
home in the Venezia Las Olas 111 SE 
8th Avenue, Suite one, just north of Las 
Olas Boulevard, fort lauderdale.

Cynthia Muni Design will create 
a unique style for your home, kitchen, 
yacht, or commercial project by collabo-
rating with the most reliable architects, 
contractors and craftsmen.

Utilizing the skills of artisans, cyn-
thia creates original pieces from glass, 
ceramics, wood, and metal to further 
capture the essence of the project she 
may be working. 

For more information call  
954.462.1956.
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Exotic and Tropical Landscaping

Custom Designs & Installation
Unique Palm & Plant Nursery
Complete Landscaping Service
Brick Pavers - Marble - Natural Rock
Professional Sprinker Installation
Beautiful Landscape Lighting
Ask about our happy Ft. Lauderdale      
 Customers

ALL TERRAIN LANDSCAPING
Residential & Commercial

(954) 565-6453
www.allterrainlandscaping.com

Since 1981 - Licensed & Insured

FREEESTIMATES!

l

COOKIN’ UP A 
STORM 

Outdoor kitchens make sense 
in Fort Lauderdale

  by Jon Albee, 954-566-5503

What a great time of year!  Longer 
days, cool evening breezes and wafts 
of smoke from the grill.  To me there is 
nothing better than a backyard full of 
friends sharing great food and good 
conversation. However, the laid back 
“come on over and we’ll grill some 
steaks” is quickly coming to an end.  

A new kind of backyard experi-
ence has arrived and it’s going to be 
here for a very long time.  In this large 
outdoor room all manner of good stuff 
can be found.  There are pavers, pools, 
canopies, umbrellas, ponds, water falls, 
fountains, fireplaces, pizza ovens, gaze-
bos, chickee  huts and pergolas to be 
seen.  Bars, tables, benches, chairs and 
all manner of electrical goodies are to 
be found as well. Various types of light-
ing from battery to electric to flame 
make the space work at night.  And, of 
course, the opportunity for truly over 
the top landscaping abounds through 
out the area.  

There are very few limits as to what 
can be done in a backyard.  Of course 
the good folks in the City building de-

partment may have a thought or two.   
      The various elements of this process 
all point to the need for a good design 
and a well executed plan.  It’s definitely 
worth the time and effort because the 
results will be spectacular.  Of course 
spectacular is a connotative term.  One 
person’s Weber is another person’s Kal-
amazoo grill / smoker.    

There is of course the other side 

of the story. What happens after the 
storm!

Friends of mine had the formula 
well in mind prior to the arrival of windy 
Wilma.   Because of good planning fuel 
was available and their generator was 
in good repair.  By running low voltage 
lighting throughout the house and into 
the patio / pool area nighttime lighting 
was easily achieved. The home is served 
by TECO so natural gas was not an is-
sue. Interesting that TECO had 100% 

service during and after the storm.  FPL 
experienced 100% failure in Fort Lau-
derdale.  Of course, gas lines are often 
found underground. There is a lesson 
here but that is another story.  

The Weber was ever handy and 
plenty of charcoal was on hand.  Ice, in 
every imaginable container, was made 
in advance and properly stored.  Food 
stuffs were abundant and various. We’re 

talking way beyond canned Tuna and 
Ravioli.  Because of stand-by-power, the 
refrigerator kept things nicely cool.  For 
more than a week this family “camped 
out.”  Now to be fair these folks are 
very experienced campers.   Nearly ev-
ery night the Weber was pressed into 
service.  Stakes were grilled, chickens 
were roasted and all manner of good 
stuff came off the stove.  The ability to 
cook out-of-doors paid off in a big way.  
Of course preparation and experience 

were key factors in the success of endur-
ing the Wilma event.  

Planning an outdoor destination for 
fun or for survival is similar to planning 
any type of serious project. The main dif-
ference is the challenge in dealing with 
the pests, critters, wind, rain and storm 
that  will affect the use of the space.   

Modern “outdoor-rated” applianc-
es are readily available.  There are even 
outdoor-rated televisions that can be 
cleaned with a quick spray from a gar-
den hose. Whether you’re planning a 
patio with a “kettle” or a pavilion with 
kitchen, full bath and dining area it is al-
ways a team approach.  Keep in mind 
your needs, lifestyle and budget.        

On a happy note … my neighbor 
has finally had his generator project ap-
proved by the City.  From the issuance 
of the permit to final inspection, it took 
only eight months.  So, if you’re plan-
ning a pad mounted generator, con-
nected to the house via transfer switch 
being ready for this storm season.  For-
get about it.  

About the Author:
Jon Albee is the president of 

BlueStream Builders a design/build firm 
located in Oakland Park. Jon is also a 
member of the National Association of 
the Remodeling Industry and a member  
of Remodelers Advantage.
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*Offer is subject to change without notice. Additional 15% deposit due at time of groundbreaking. 
This advertisement shall not constitute an offer or solicitation to sell or buy a condominium unit in any state where registration of the project is required or where any solicitation or offer cannot be made. All advertising, promotional materials, site plans and pricing information
associated with the project and the units, if any, are preliminary in nature and are subject to change by developer without notice. Not an offering where prohibited by state law. Renderings are artist’s concept.

Exclusive Sales and Marketing by
Related Cervera Realty Services

A joint development between
The Related Group and Rabina Properties.

Artist’s rendering

Luxury condominiums on Las Olas from the mid $500s to over $2 million
Designed by Sieger Suarez with interiors by Rockwell Group

Onsite sales office and model located at 500 E. Las Olas Blvd. 

Call 866.413.6449 or visit www.iconlasolas.com

Don’t Miss The Ultimate Quality Of Life At The Value Of A Lifetime

Experience first-class living with only 5% down for the month of June
and 15% due at groundbreaking at the top address in town, Icon Las Olas*.

4 or 5 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths with over 3,300 sq. ft. from $1.8 million

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths from the mid $700s

2 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths with den from the mid $600s

1 Bedroom/1.5 Baths from the mid $500s

PEAK OF LUXURY. HEIGHT OF VALUE.
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